
 

Puerto Rico: Fast Facts 

 Puerto Rico, a U.S. territory, is located in the Caribbean. Puerto Ricans are natural-born U.S. citizens, 

with nearly 3.4 million U.S. citizens residing on the island.14 

 Roughly one in two Puerto Ricans are enrolled in the island’s Medicaid program.15 

 Unlike the 50 states and DC, annual federal funding for Puerto Rico is capped, meaning once federal 

funds are exhausted, the island no longer receives federal financial support for its Medicaid program 

during that fiscal year. The ACA provided an additional $6.4 billion one-time allotment, which is expected 

to exhaust by April 2018, leaving Puerto Rico with an $877 million shortfall in Medicaid funding.16  

 Puerto Rico’s health care system faces a number of challenges. As young people migrate to the U.S. 

mainland, seniors now make up a larger share of the population. Health indicators are worse than that of 

the rest of the United States, and the island’s Medicaid program that covers half of the population faces 

financing difficulties in addition to Puerto Rico’s overall fiscal challenges.17  

 Hurricane Maria has placed additional pressure on an already strained health care system with people in 

need of immediate medical care. News reports describe power outages throughout the island, many 

without clean drinking water, and hospitals without electricity or fuel for generators.18 19   

Total Population (2015)
1

 3,449,000 317,480,000 

Percent Change Since 2006
2

 -12% +8% 

3
  

U.S. Born Citizens 97% 86% 

Identify as Hispanic 99% 18% 

Over age 65 18% 15% 

Below 100% FPL 46% 15% 

4
  

Medicaid/CHIP 49% 20% 

Employer-Sponsored Insurance/Direct Purchase 35% 60% 

Medicare or Military 11% 11% 

Uninsured 6% 9% 

  

Median Household Income (2016)
5 $20,078

 

$57,617
 

Seasonally-Adjusted Unemployment Rate (August 2017)
6 10% 4% 

  

Adults Reporting Fair/Poor General Health (2016)
7 34% 18% 

Adults Reporting Diabetes (2016)
8

 15% 11% 

Adults Reporting Heart Attack or Heart Disease (2016)
9

 11% 7% 

Locally-Acquired Zika Virus Disease Cases
 

(2016)
10 34,963 224 

HIV Diagnosis Rate per 100,000 People
 

(2015)
11

 17.1 14.7 

Infant Mortality Rate per 1,000 Live Births (2013)
12

 7.1 6.0 

13
  

Federal Matching Rate Fixed at 55% 
Ranges from 50-83% based 

on state’s per capita income 

Federal Funding 
Capped at $357.8 

million in FY 2018 
Uncapped 
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