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4 of 5 Californians who died in 2014 were covered by Medicare 

246,000 Total Deaths in California

196,000 Total Medicare Bene�ciary Deaths in California
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The share of total Medicare spending for Californians at the 
end of life has decreased 
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Medicare spending was higher for Californians at the 
end of life in 2014

$42,048
per person

$9,466
per person

DECEDENTS WITH MEDICARE 
IN CALIFORNIA 

OTHERS WITH MEDICARE
IN CALIFORNIA 

Medicare spending for Californians’ end-of-life care
decreased with age in 2014

$5,919 
$11,719 

$49,456 

$24,676 

$0

$10,000

$20,000

$30,000

$40,000

$50,000

SP
EN

D
IN

G
 P

ER
 C

A
LI

FO
RN

IA
N

Others with Medicare in California

AGE GROUP IN YEARS
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Medicare hospice use and spending in California has increased 
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$142.5
MILLION

$814.4 
MILLION

SHARE OF CALIFORNIA DECEDENTS 
WITH MEDICARE 

WHO RECEIVED HOSPICE CARE

TOTAL MEDICARE HOSPICE SPENDING 
IN CALIFORNIA 

Most physicians in California report not having had training 
to discuss end-of-life

34%

REPORT HAVING HAD TRAINING 

REPORT NOT HAVING HAD TRAINING 

63%

3% DON’T KNOW 

BEFORE JANUARY 1, 2016, MEDICARE DID NOT REIMBURSE 
PHYSICIANS FOR PATIENT VISITS TO DISCUSS EOL CARE.
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