October 2018

Health Care and the Candidates in the 2018
Midterm Elections: Key Issues and Races
Cornelia Hall and Jennifer Tolbert

Introduction
With the 2018 midterm election season in full swing, health care has emerged as one of the top issues for
voters. The issue is playing a prominent role in many House, Senate, and gubernatorial races, and
health-related measures have made it onto the ballot in several states. Democratic candidates, in
particular, have made health care a central part of their campaigns and a focus of their political ads,
highlighting popular provisions in the Affordable Care Act (ACA), including protections for people with preexisting medical conditions. Republican candidates, in contrast, are talking less about health care
following their failed attempt to repeal and replace the ACA last year, focusing more on taxes and
immigration in their ads.1 Based on a review of media coverage and political advertising by candidates
during the current election cycle, this election update explores select health care issues being discussed
by candidates in key gubernatorial and Senate campaigns across the country as voters prepare to go to
the polls in November. The tables in the Appendix highlight which of these select health care issues have
been prominent or served as topics of candidate debate in each of the 71 races for Governor and Senate;
a third table lists state ballot initiatives on these health care issues. The aim of this review is to assess
where health care issues have been a focus of the candidates, not to assess the impact of these issues
on voters.

Key Health Care Issues in Statewide Races and Ballot
Measures
Medicaid Expansion and Other Program Changes
While not typically an election issue, Medicaid — particularly the Medicaid expansion created under the
Affordable Care Act (ACA) — has become an important issue in a number of campaigns throughout the
country. To date, 34 states including the District of Columbia have adopted the ACA’s Medicaid
expansion. States may implement the expansion at any time, and while they can no longer receive 100%
federal financing for three years, they remain eligible for enhanced federal financing of 93% in 2019 and
90% in 2020 and beyond.
Medicaid expansion has been more prominent in gubernatorial races than in Senate races, though it has
surfaced in key Senate races in Florida and Texas. Particularly in non-expansion states, gubernatorial

candidates have staked out opposing positions on whether to adopt the expansion, largely mirroring the
long-standing ideological divide surrounding the ACA. In key races in Florida, Georgia, and Kansas,
Democratic candidates have expressed support for Medicaid expansion as a way to increase coverage
and improve access to care. Several Democratic candidates in red states where past efforts to expand
Medicaid have stymied, particularly Stacey Abrams in Georgia and Laura Kelly in Kansas, tie Medicaid
expansion to the future of rural health care in their states by arguing that Medicaid expansion will bolster
rural hospital finances and prevent further rural hospital closures.23 Citing financial concerns and fears
that it would be a step toward a single-payer health care system, Republican candidates in these states
have opposed expanding Medicaid.
In addition, candidates in two key open gubernatorial races in states that have expanded Medicaid have
softened positions on the Medicaid expansion since their states’ primaries. In Michigan, Republican
candidate Bill Schuette, the current Attorney General, has long opposed the ACA in general and the
Medicaid expansion in particular, vowing during the primary campaign to repeal the expansion. More
recently, during the general election campaign, he has said Medicaid expansion is “the law” and “it’s not
going anywhere.”4 Next door in Ohio, Republican candidate Mike DeWine also retreated from opposition
to Medicaid expansion following his primary win, indicating that he would maintain the program if work
requirements are implemented.5 Democratic gubernatorial candidates in both states support expansion
and oppose adding work or other requirements.
Medicaid expansion has also made it onto the ballot in three states — Idaho, Nebraska, and Utah —
giving voters the authority to decide whether their states will adopt the expansion. Voters in Montana will
also decide whether to extend Medicaid expansion beyond 2019. Not surprisingly, Medicaid expansion
has been a point of disagreement in Idaho and Nebraska, where both Democratic candidates support
expansion and the Republican candidates oppose the expansion but have indicated that they will enforce
the will of the people.
While expansion has dominated campaign platforms that include Medicaid, other Medicaid issues have
entered the campaigns in a few states. In Iowa, the shift of the state’s Medicaid program to managed care
has been controversial. Republican Governor Kim Reynolds, who is running for reelection, supports the
effort, while her opponent, Democrat Fred Hubbell, does not.6 Implementation of Medicaid managed care
has also proven contentious in Kansas.

The Affordable Care Act
PROTECTIONS FOR PEOPLE WITH PRE-EXISTING CONDITIONS
Among the most popular provisions in the ACA are the protections provided to people with pre-existing
medical conditions. The ACA prohibits insurers from denying people coverage or charging them more
because they have a health condition. The ACA also outlaws pre-existing condition exclusions as well as
annual and lifetime limits on coverage, which curb insurer liability but often leave people with significant

Health Care and the Candidates in the 2018 Midterm Elections: Key Issues and Races
2

health needs with inadequate coverage. According to recent polls, a majority of the public says that it is
very important to maintain these protections.
Among health care issues, the debate over pre-existing condition protections has been most in the
spotlight in the 2018 midterm elections. In many races, Democrats who support these protections have
made the issue the centerpiece of their campaigns. In light of the strong public support for protecting
those with pre-existing medical conditions, nearly all candidates from both parties say they want to see
these protections maintained. However, a number of Republican candidates have had to defend prior
positions that many argue would undermine these protections, including backing repeal of the ACA or
supporting current legal challenges to the ACA that, if upheld, would eliminate these protections. For
example, in the tight Senate race in Missouri, Republican candidate and state Attorney General Josh
Hawley has signed on to Texas v. Azar, the latest legal challenge to the ACA. In response to criticism of
this position,7 Hawley has also said that he supports maintaining pre-existing condition protections in any
ACA replacement proposal and has proposed an invisible reinsurance program as a better approach.8
While candidates are discussing pre-existing condition protections in a number of races, the issue is
particularly salient for Senate Democratic incumbents running for reelection in states that President
Donald Trump won in 2016. Claire McCaskill, who is running against Hawley, is one such Democrat, as is
Joe Manchin of West Virginia, who is running against Republican candidate and state Attorney General
Patrick Morrisey, who also signed on to Texas v. Azar.9 In North Dakota, Democratic incumbent Heidi
Heitkamp is fighting the same battle against Republican challenger Kevin Cramer, who as a
congressional representative voted in 2017 to repeal and replace the Affordable Care Act and weaken its
pre-existing condition protections. Other Republican candidates who voted for this bill — the American
Health Care Act of 2017 — are facing attacks from their Democratic opponents and outside groups,
including Martha McSally in Arizona’s Senate race.10 Incumbent Senator Joe Donnelly, Democratic
nominee in Indiana, has strongly emphasized his support for pre-existing conditions while his Republican
opponent, Mike Braun, claims support for pre-existing condition protections despite supporting legislation
and lawsuits to weaken them.11 While this issue is more central in the Senate races, it has featured
prominently in several key gubernatorial races, including Florida, Ohio, and Wisconsin.

THE INDIVIDUAL MARKET
While the debate over pre-existing conditions has dominated many campaigns, other issues related to the
ACA and its future have also been important. Although efforts to repeal and replace the ACA failed last
year, some candidates in midterm races continue to call for repeal. In Michigan, for example, Republican
gubernatorial candidate Bill Schuette has expressed support for repealing and replacing the ACA.
However, this position is not as common as it was in the previous two midterm elections (2010 and
2014).12
Rather than trying to avoid talking about the ACA as they have in past elections, Democratic candidates
are focusing on ways to improve it through proposals to stabilize and shore up the individual market. For
example, the Democratic gubernatorial candidate in Michigan, Gretchen Whitmer, supports the ACA but
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acknowledges that premiums are too high. To address these costs, she has proposed stabilizing
premiums in the individual market through a state reinsurance program, similar to those adopted in
several states.13

Single Payer/Medicare-for-All
The concept of a single payer health system gained attention during the 2016 presidential campaign, with
Bernie Sanders making his “Medicare-for-All” proposal a foundation of his platform. This issue, more than
others, highlights the wide gulf between progressive Democratic candidates who view the proposal as a
way to address affordability and access challenges and conservative Republican candidates who
characterize the proposal as a step toward socialism.
While candidates in traditionally blue states, such as Kirsten Gillibrand in New York, can safely advocate
for a Medicare-for-All proposal, Democratic senatorial candidates in traditionally red states, facing strong
attacks from Republican opponents on the issue, have taken more nuanced positions or have stated their
opposition to the idea. Democrat Beto O’Rourke in Texas, who is running against incumbent Republican
Ted Cruz, has not shied away from support for universal coverage; however, he does not advocate
Medicare-for-All as the only approach.14 Instead, he has highlighted his goal of universal health care
coverage through solutions such as Medicaid expansion, ACA market stabilization, and creating a public
option on the exchanges, while acknowledging that single-payer would also achieve this goal. Kyrsten
Sinema, who is locked in a tight race against Martha McSally in Arizona, is similarly focusing on “realistic
and pragmatic solutions” but has said that she does not support Medicare-for-All.15
Democratic candidates in gubernatorial races have been more forthright with their support for a singlepayer or Medicare-for-All system, even those in more conservative states. For example, Democratic
candidate Andrew Gillum in Florida beat more moderate rivals in the state primary and is running on
Medicaid expansion and movement to a single-payer health care system.16 While he would not be in a
position to vote on federal health care laws such as Bernie Sanders’ “Medicare-for-All” bill that he
supports, Gillum has made progressive health care positions central to his campaign. Gavin Newsom in
California and Jared Polis in Colorado have also voiced support for Medicare-for-All.
At the same time, Republican candidates have intensified attacks on Democrats’ support for Medicarefor-All as a step toward socialism. Gillum’s Republican rival, Ron DeSantis, has not yet unveiled a
detailed health care platform but has consistently opposed the ACA and Medicaid expansion. He has
attacked Gillum’s positions and health care platform as “socialist.” 17

Abortion and Women’s Reproductive Health
With the confirmation in October of Supreme Court Justice Brett Kavanaugh, abortion is once again in the
political spotlight. In the near future, the Supreme Court could hear a case that could challenge existing
federal protections of abortion rights under Roe v. Wade, as well as other subsequent Supreme Court
rulings. Sixteen states already have laws in place that would prohibit abortions in the state if Roe were to
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be overturned, and other states have passed laws expressing their intent to limit access to abortion to the
maximum extent possible. In contrast, nine states have laws protecting women’s access to abortion in the
possible absence of Roe.18
During their general elections, Senate and gubernatorial candidates have treated abortion as a divisive
issue and varied regarding whether or not to highlight it in their races. In the Tennessee Senate race, for
example, Republican candidate and incumbent Marsha Blackburn has a strong pro-life history, including
as a leader of past efforts to investigate and stop all public payments to Planned Parenthood for family
planning services.19 Despite that history and the fact that Blackburn’s opponent, Democrat Phil Bredesen,
has expressed his pro-choice views and support for continued funding of Planned Parenthood, abortion
has not come to the forefront in the race. In Iowa, the Republican nominee is current Governor Kim
Reynolds, who in May 2018 signed the “heartbeat” bill — one of the country’s most restrictive abortion
prohibitions — into law.20 She has maintained solid support for this bill, which is currently being stayed
during litigation, while her Democratic opponent Fred Hubbell has expressed his opposition to the bill and
highlighted his support for Planned Parenthood funding. 21 On the campaign trail, some candidates have
addressed state and federal payments to Planned Parenthood. For example, incumbent Republican
Senator Roger Wicker of Mississippi has been outspoken in his support of state efforts to exclude
Planned Parenthood from receiving Medicaid reimbursement for family planning services, whereas his
opponent, Democrat David Baria, has voiced support for continuing funding to Planned Parenthood.
Ballot measures in three states — Alabama, Oregon, and West Virginia — also address abortion. The
West Virginia measure, if approved, would amend the state constitution to stipulate that there is no state
protection of abortion rights, laying the groundwork for state prohibition of abortion if the Supreme Court
overturns Roe v. Wade. In Alabama, the ballot measure goes further, adding language to “recognize and
support the sanctity of unborn life and the rights of unborn children, including the right to life.” If enacted,
this language could have wide-ranging implications, including making abortion illegal in the state. It could
also affect state policies on access to contraception and in vitro fertilization services. In Oregon, a state
with generally broad protections for abortion, the ballot measure would prohibit public funding for
abortions, jeopardizing state funding for abortions under Medicaid, except when medically necessary or
when required by federal law (when pregnancy is the result of rape or incest or poses a threat to the
pregnant woman’s life).

Looking Ahead
Health care is shaping up to be a central issue in this year’s midterm elections. In a number of key
gubernatorial and Senate races, protections for people with pre-existing conditions, Medicaid expansion,
and even Medicare-for-all are important campaign issues. Although not included in the discussion here,
these issues are resonating in House races across the country as well. This year, with increased public
support for the ACA, the traditional battle lines over these issues have been upended. Democrats, who
had been defensive on the ACA in past elections, are now embracing aspects of the law, even if they do
not reference the law by name. While many Republican candidates still oppose the ACA, the simple
message of repealing the ACA risks alienating moderates and even some Republican voters who have
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benefited from the ACA’s coverage expansions and insurance market changes. Instead, these candidates
are now pledging support for maintaining popular pre-existing condition protections, even as they criticize
other aspects of the law.
The outcome of the election could prove pivotal to the future of the ACA and the Medicaid expansion.
Despite the popularity of some provisions of the law, Republicans in Congress have indicated that if they
retain control, they will try once again to repeal and replace the ACA. If, however, Democrats gain control
of the House, it is likely the ACA will remain in place. At the same time, voters in Idaho, Nebraska, and
Utah will have a direct say in whether their states adopt the Medicaid expansion. In several other nonexpansion states, the outcome of gubernatorial races could move their states closer to expanding
Medicaid. Although health care has been an important topic in the midterm campaigns, voters’ response
to a broad range of issues will determine the outcome of elections for Governor and Congress and will
ultimately shape the next round of health care policy.
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Appendix Tables
Governor Races
Appendix Table 1: Key Health Care Issues in 2018 Governor Races

State and
Candidates
Alabama
Ivey* (R)
Maddox (D)
Alaska
Walker* (I)
Begich (D)
Dunleavy (R)
Arizona
Ducey* (R)
Garcia (D)
Arkansas
Hutchinson* (R)
Henderson (D)
California
Newsom (D)
Cox (R)
Colorado
Polis (D)
Stapleton (R)
Connecticut
Lamont (D)
Stefanowski (R)
Florida
Gillum (D)
DeSantis (R)
Georgia
Abrams (D)
Kemp (R)
Hawaii
Ige* (D)
Tupola (R)
Idaho
Jordan (D)
Little (R)
Illinois
Rauner* (R)
Pritzker (D)
Iowa
Reynolds* (R)
Hubbell (D)
Kansas
Kelly (D)
Kobach (R)
Orman (I)

ACA:
Preexisting
Condition
Protections





























ACA:
Individual
Market

Single
Payer/
Medicarefor-All

Medicaid
Expansion

Other
Medicaid
Changes











Planned
Parenthood
Funding







Abortion
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Appendix Table 1: Key Health Care Issues in 2018 Governor Races

State and
Candidates
Maine
Mills (D)
Moody (R)
Maryland
Hogan* (R)
Jealous (D)
Massachusetts
Baker* (R)
Gonzalez (D)
Michigan
Whitmer (D)
Schuette (R)
Minnesota
Walz (D)
Johnson (R)
Nebraska
Ricketts* (R)
Krist (D)
Nevada
Sisolak (D)
Laxalt (R)
Lord (L)
New Hampshire
Sununu* (R)
Kelly (D)
New Mexico
Lujan Grisham (D)
Pearce (R)
New York
Cuomo* (D)
Molinaro (R)
Ohio
Cordray (D)
DeWine (R)
Oklahoma
Edmondson (D)
Stitt (R)
Oregon
Brown* (D)
Buehler (R)
Pennsylvania
Wolf* (D)
Wagner (R)
Rhode Island
Raimondo* (D)
Fung (R)
South Carolina
McMaster* (R)
Smith (D)

Medicaid
Expansion

Other
Medicaid
Changes





ACA:
Preexisting
Condition
Protections

ACA:
Individual
Market

Single
Payer/
Medicarefor-All





Abortion

Planned
Parenthood
Funding
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Appendix Table 1: Key Health Care Issues in 2018 Governor Races

State and
Candidates

Medicaid
Expansion

Other
Medicaid
Changes

ACA:
Preexisting
Condition
Protections

ACA:
Individual
Market

Single
Payer/
Medicarefor-All

Abortion

Planned
Parenthood
Funding

South Dakota


Sutton (D)
Noem (R)
Tennessee


Dean (D)
Lee (R)
Texas
Abbott* (R)

Valdez (D)
Vermont
Scott* (R)

Hallquist (D)
Wisconsin
Walker* (R)




Evers (D)
Wyoming
Throne (D)

Gordon (R)
NOTES: Blue denotes a key race based on Cook Political Report identification of toss-up races or where party affiliation is
expected to change. * denotes the incumbent. The tables list candidates from the two major parties as well as any thirdparty candidates identified by RealClearPolitics. There are additional third-party candidates not listed here who are on the
ballot in the following states: AK, AZ, AR, CO, CT, FL, GA, HI, ID, IL, IA, KS, MD, MI, MN, NV, NY, OH, OK, OR, PA, RI, SD, TX, VT,
WI, and WY. On October 19, 2018, Alaska Gov. Walker announced the suspension of his campaign, but he is included in this
table, as his name will still appear on the ballot.
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Senate Races
Appendix Table 2: Key Health Care Issues in 2018 Senate Races
State and
Candidates
Arizona
Sinema (D)
McSally (R)
California
Feinstein* (D)
De Leon (D)
Connecticut
Murphy* (D)
Corey (R)
Delaware
Carper* (D)
Arlett (R)
Florida
Nelson* (D)
Scott (R)
Hawaii
Hirono* (D)
Curtis (R)
Indiana
Donnelly* (D)
Braun (R)
Brenton (L)
Maine
King* (I)
Ringelstein (D)
Brakey (R)
Maryland
Cardin* (D)
Campbell (R)
Simon (I)
Massachusetts
Warren* (D)
Diehl (R)
Michigan
Stabenow* (D)
James (R)
Minnesota (2)
Klobuchar* (D)
Newberger (R)
Smith* (D)
Housley (R)

Medicaid
Expansion

ACA:
Pre-existing
Condition
Protections

ACA:
Individual
Market





Single
Payer/
Medicarefor-All

Abortion

Planned
Parenthood
Funding
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Appendix Table 2: Key Health Care Issues in 2018 Senate Races
State and
Candidates
Mississippi (2)
Wicker* (R)
Baria (D)
Hyde-Smith* (R)
Espy (D)
McDaniel (R)
Missouri
McCaskill* (D)
Hawley (R)
Montana
Tester* (D)
Rosendale (R)
Nebraska
Fischer* (R)
Raybould (D)
Nevada
Heller* (R)
Rosen (D)
New Jersey
Menendez* (D)
Hugin (R)
New Mexico
Heinrich* (D)
Rich (R)
Johnson (L)
New York
Gillibrand* (D)
Farley (R)
North Dakota
Heitkamp* (D)
Cramer (R)
Ohio
Brown* (D)
Renacci (R)
Pennsylvania
Casey* (D)
Barletta (R)
Rhode Island
Whitehouse* (D)
Flanders (R)
Tennessee
Bredesen (D)
Blackburn (R)
Texas
Cruz* (R)
O’Rourke (D)
Utah
Wilson (D)
Romney (R)

Medicaid
Expansion

ACA:
Pre-existing
Condition
Protections

ACA:
Individual
Market

Single
Payer/
Medicarefor-All



Abortion

Planned
Parenthood
Funding
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Appendix Table 2: Key Health Care Issues in 2018 Senate Races
State and
Candidates

Medicaid
Expansion

ACA:
Pre-existing
Condition
Protections

ACA:
Individual
Market

Single
Payer/
Medicarefor-All

Abortion

Planned
Parenthood
Funding

Vermont

Sanders* (I)
Zupan (R)
Virginia
Kaine* (D)



Stewart (R)
Washington
Cantwell* (D)

Hutchison (R)
West Virginia
Manchin* (D)



Morrisey (R)
Wisconsin




Baldwin* (D)
Vukmir (R)
Wyoming

Barrasso* (R)
Trauner (D)
NOTES: Blue denotes a key race based on Cook Political Report identification of toss-up races or where party affiliation is
expected to change. * denotes the incumbent. The tables list candidates from the two major parties as well as any thirdparty candidates identified by RealClearPolitics. There are additional third-party candidates not listed here who are on the
ballot in the following states: AZ, CT, DE, MA, MD, MI, MN, MS, MO, MT, NE, NV, NJ, PA, TN, TX, UT, VT, VA, WV, and WY.

Ballot Measures

Appendix Table 3: Key Health Care Ballot Measures
State
Alabama
Idaho
Montana
Nebraska
Oregon
Utah
West Virginia

Medicaid Expansion

Abortion
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Methods
To identify races in which health care was a key topic in the campaigns as well as a point
of difference between the candidates, we scanned coverage of candidate debates,
speeches, and platforms following state primaries. These tables highlight our findings for
Governor and Senate races along with key ballot measures. Our goal was to identify
where health care is a hot topic, but not to rank health care as an issue for voters.
The tables above aggregate information on health policy issues that are salient in
statewide political races (Governor and Senate) or ballot measures in the 2018 midterm
elections. The selected issues do not represent the universe of health policy topics
discussed in 2018 campaigns but were chosen to highlight issues on which the
candidates were more likely to differ. The order of the columns does not reflect the
importance of the topics. Highlighted states indicate those considered “toss-up” races or
most likely to flip parties, based on Cook Political Report ratings current as of October 19,
2018.
The sources for the tables are media reports and political advertisements and statements
collected during the midterm general election season, through October 19, 2018. The
cited reports include only those after a given race’s primaries, in an effort to present
candidates’ most current positions. Thus, the timeframes vary by state and race.
Media sources were collected through a two-part process: first, a daily scan of 10
newsletters (including the Washington Post’s “The Health 202” and Morning Consult’s
“Health”) for coverage of health care in key statewide midterm races; second, a state-bystate internet search across four topic areas (Medicaid, Affordable Care Act, single payer,
and reproductive health, as well as their sub-topics) to capture media reports on races
that may not have risen to the level of national coverage. Candidates’ campaign websites
were generally not used as primary sources but as a check against positions presented in
the media.
For the Governor and Senate tables, sources prompted check marks for a health care
issue if they described differences between candidates on that issue or characterized the
issue as important to the race. Issues did not receive check marks solely for appearing
on a candidate’s campaign website or in a media report’s list of candidate positions.
Rather, they received check marks for rising to the level of discussion in the campaign.
This discussion took the form of media sources describing differences in candidates’
positions, a candidate’s political advertisement attacking an opponent’s position and
presenting an alternative view, or media sources describing candidates’ changes in
position.
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Sources
Below are links to select sources used to assess the prominence of health care issues in races for
Governor and Senate, as well as links to the text of the ballot measures listed in Appendix Table 3.

GOVERNOR RACES
Alabama

Medicaid Expansion: https://www.montgomeryadvertiser.com/story/news/politics/2018/09/12/ivey-toutseconomy-rejects-medicaid-expansion/1281820002/;
https://www.montgomeryadvertiser.com/story/news/politics/2018/09/11/maddox-calls-lottery-medicaidexpansion-candidates-forum/1269136002/

Other Medicaid Changes: https://www.al.com/politics/2018/10/alabama-gubernatorial-candidates-offerdiffering-diagnoses-on-medicaid.html

Abortion: https://www.al.com/election/2018/10/ivey-maddox-at-odds-on-alabama-anti-abortionamendment.html
Alaska

Medicaid Expansion; Other Medicaid Changes: http://www.newsminer.com/news/alaska_news/walkerbegich-discuss-state-issues-in-healy-forum/article_08751558-a774-11e8-b1e5-c7afd237fc5b.html;
http://www.modernhealthcare.com/article/20180922/NEWS/180929963;
http://www.kinyradio.com/news/news-of-the-north/kiny-and-chamber-hold-debate-for-governors-race/

Abortion: https://www.ktoo.org/2018/09/13/heres-where-the-candidates-for-governor-stand-on-abortion/
Arkansas

Abortion: http://www.nwaonline.com/news/2018/oct/07/governor-hopefuls-speak-out-on-issues-2/

Medicaid Expansion; Other Medicaid Changes:
http://www.pbcommercial.com/article/20181013/news/310139998
California

Single Payer/Medicare-for-All: https://www.sfchronicle.com/politics/article/Single-payer-will-take-years-toimplement-Gavin-12846093.php

Abortion: http://www.latimes.com/politics/la-pol-ca-john-cox-gavin-newsom-governor-abortion-20180707story.html#
Colorado
 Other Medicaid Changes; ACA: Individual Market; Single Payer/Medicare-for-All:
https://www.denverpost.com/2018/10/03/colorado-governor-health-care-debate/

Abortion: https://denver.cbslocal.com/2018/10/05/colorados-gubernatorial-candidates-discuss-abortion/
Connecticut

ACA: Pre-existing Condition Protections: http://www.courant.com/politics/hc-pol-democrats-health-caremidterm-20181015-story.html

ACA: Individual Market:
https://www.ctnewsjunkie.com/archives/entry/20181003_lamont_makes_no_grand_promises_regarding_he
alth_care/
Florida

Medicaid Expansion; Single Payer/Medicare-for-All:
https://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/politics/political-pulse/os-gov-race-health-care-20180914-story.html

ACA: Pre-existing Condition Protections: https://www.tampabay.com/florida-politics/buzz/2018/10/12/onthe-number-one-issue-on-floridians-minds-ron-desantis-still-is-mostly-mute/
Georgia

Medicaid Expansion: https://www.cnbc.com/2018/10/15/stacey-abrams-brian-kemp-fight-over-medicaidexpansion-in-georgia.html

Other Medicaid Changes: http://www.walb.com/story/38782127/ga-democrats-call-out-kemp-on-medicaidstance-kemp-responds/
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Idaho


Illinois



Iowa




ACA: Pre-existing Condition Protections: https://politics.myajc.com/news/state--regional-govt-politics/says-kemp-sided-with-insurers-over-breast-cancer-patients/xn7poA2ZyCgVv01vgAhSMN/
ACA: Individual Market: https://www.gainesvilletimes.com/news/how-medicaid-expansion-has-candidatesdivided-health-care/
Abortion: https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/elections/no-middle-ground-georgia-governor-race-could-bemost-ideologically-n894541
Planned Parenthood Funding: https://www.allongeorgia.com/georgia-state-politics/health-care-planscandidates-for-georgia-governor-present-their-plans-to-voters/

Medicaid Expansion: https://www.idahostatesman.com/news/politics-government/statepolitics/article220089260.html

Other Medicaid Changes: http://www.sj-r.com/news/20180930/rauner-proud-of-his-record-on-health-carenot-everyone-agrees-with-him
ACA: Individual Market: https://www.nbcchicago.com/blogs/ward-room/jb-pritzker-governor-of-illinois497244801.html

Other Medicaid Changes: https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/politics/2018/09/04/iowa-kimreynolds-fred-hubbell-governor-medicaid-politics-race-health-care-democrats-republicans/1192103002/
Abortion: https://qctimes.com/news/local/government-and-politics/panelists-hubbell-a-game-changer-forwomen-s-health/article_658922ed-1d08-54e4-aad2-2d0caf31ea00.html
Planned Parenthood Funding: https://www.radioiowa.com/2018/07/12/planned-parenthood-endorses-fredhubbell-for-governor/

Kansas

Medicaid Expansion: https://www.kansas.com/news/politics-government/article219356110.html

Other Medicaid Changes: https://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2018/10/17/us/politics/ap-ks-election-2018kansas-governor.html

Abortion: https://www.kansas.com/news/politics-government/election/article220227855.html
Maine


Medicaid Expansion; Other Medicaid Changes: http://www.sunjournal.com/how-each-candidate-forgovernor-would-tackle-medicaid-expansion-the-opioid-crisis-and-protecting-maines-most-vulnerable/

Maryland

ACA: Individual Market: http://www.baltimoresun.com/health/bs-md-health-deductibles-20181010story.html

Single Payer/Medicare-for-All: https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/md-politics/jealous-campaigndisputes-claims-in-hogan-attack-ad-on-single-payer-health-care/2018/07/23/a9630006-8e8d-11e8-8322b5482bf5e0f5_story.html?utm_term=.ef445436bb76
Massachusetts

Single Payer/Medicare-for-All: https://www.gloucestertimes.com/news/local_news/baker-gonzalez-splitover-single-payer-health-care/article_afd56a47-5ce8-5d9a-afc6-0c92ae17f3b8.html
Michigan

Medicaid Expansion; Other Medicaid Changes:
https://www.detroitnews.com/story/news/local/michigan/2018/09/18/schuette-whitmer-healthy-michiganmedicaid/1292309002/

ACA: Pre-existing Condition Protections; ACA: Individual Market:
https://www.crainsdetroit.com/elections/whitmer-proposes-reinsurance-program-raising-tobacco-age-21
Minnesota

ACA: Pre-existing Condition Protections; ACA: Individual Market: http://www.startribune.com/adcampaign-thrusts-health-care-into-governor-s-race/492903151/
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Single Payer/Medicare-for-All: http://www.startribune.com/health-care-becomes-flashpoint-in-minnesotagovernor-s-race/496724721/

Nebraska

Medicaid Expansion: https://journalstar.com/news/state-and-regional/govt-and-politics/ricketts-krist-spar-infirst-debate-of-gubernatorial-race/article_f5150c10-0d6e-577c-a845-07f9cab34f82.html
Nevada

Other Medicaid Changes: https://thenevadaindependent.com/article/laxalt-platform-says-he-wont-roll-backmedicaid-expansion-supports-medicaid-work-requirements
New Hampshire

Other Medicaid Changes: https://www.nhbr.com/October-12-2018/Kelly-v-Sununu-on-business-issues/

Abortion: https://www.concordmonitor.com/Molly-Kelly-calls-for-Sununu-to-revoke-support-for-Kavanaugh20621930
New Mexico

Other Medicaid Changes: https://www.lcsun-news.com/story/news/politics/elections/2018/10/14/michellelujan-grisham-steve-pearce-vie-nm-governor-seat/1486375002/

ACA: Individual Market: https://www.apnews.com/21d2c1e6c24f4e5283533fd3f0be44f2

Abortion: https://www.abqjournal.com/1190976/court-shake-up-renews-debate-over-nm-abortion-law.html
New York

Other Medicaid Changes:
https://www.democratandchronicle.com/story/news/politics/albany/2018/10/05/property-taxes-could-marcmolinaro-really-cut-them-30/1533112002/
Ohio




Medicaid Expansion: https://www.dispatch.com/news/20180930/on-issues-cordray-dewine-on-health-andenvironment
Other Medicaid Changes: https://www.daytondailynews.com/news/state--regional-govt--politics/ohiogovernor-candidates-the-issues-medicaid/CaU47kyO7gSQG2C5K3dkcP/
ACA: Pre-existing Condition Protections; Abortion:
https://www.cincinnati.com/story/news/politics/elections/2018/10/09/mike-dewine-and-rich-cordray-debatehighlights/1534541002/

Oklahoma

Medicaid Expansion: https://newsok.com/article/5609516/forum-highlights-where-edmondson-stittdisagree-on-policy
Oregon

Other Medicaid Changes; Abortion: https://www.opb.org/news/article/oregon-gubernatorial-candidateshealth-care/; https://www.thelundreport.org/content/brown-buehler-struggle-differentiate-themselves-healthcare
Pennsylvania

Abortion: https://www.pennlive.com/politics/index.ssf/2018/10/abortion_governors_race.html

Planned Parenthood Funding: https://billypenn.com/2018/07/24/the-empty-u-s-supreme-court-seat-couldhinge-abortion-access-in-pa-on-its-governors-race/
Rhode Island

Abortion: http://www.dailyjournal.net/2018/10/16/ri-election-2018-rhode-island-governor-debates/
South Carolina

Medicaid Expansion: https://www.thestate.com/news/politics-government/article220207310.html

Other Medicaid Changes: https://www.postandcourier.com/health/sc-medicaid-agency-wants-to-add-workrequirements-child-advocate/article_4f454fd4-70a6-11e8-a3ec-0339e569160e.html;
https://www.thestate.com/news/politics-government/article219357935.html

Abortion: https://www.thestate.com/news/politics-government/article213821739.html
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Planned Parenthood Funding: https://www.greenvilleonline.com/story/news/2018/10/04/sc-reject-14million-federal-money-defund-planned-parenthood/1521905002/

South Dakota

Medicaid Expansion: https://psmag.com/news/billie-sutton-will-not-be-out-cowboyed

Abortion: http://www.startribune.com/cowboy-turned-lawmaker-hopes-to-be-south-dakotagovernor/491178231/
Tennessee

Medicaid Expansion: https://www.johnsoncitypress.com/Politics/2018/08/23/Dean-empha.html

Abortion: http://www.dailyhelmsman.com/news/tennessee-governor-candidates-meet-at-the-u-of-mfor/article_74410c48-c5d2-11e8-8019-83b882efa75c.html
Texas



Medicaid Expansion: https://www.dallasnews.com/news/2018-elections/2018/09/28/greg-abbott-lupevaldez-collide-health-care-in-state-tuition-taxes
Abortion: https://www.sacurrent.com/the-daily/archives/2018/09/28/the-first-and-only-debate-betweenabbott-valdez-for-texas-governor-is-tonight

Vermont

Single Payer/Medicare-for-All: http://digital.vpr.net/post/scott-and-hallquist-agree-medicare-all-not-shortterm-health-care-reform#stream/0
Wisconsin

Medicaid Expansion; Other Medicaid Changes: https://madison.com/wsj/news/local/health-med-fit/healthcare-lobbyists-take-up-medicaid-expansion-other-election-issues/article_7c728935-4591-526f-9966ba95b4c3bbed.html

ACA: Pre-existing Condition Protections: https://madison.com/ct/news/local/govt-and-politics/electionmatters/explained-coverage-of-pre-existing-conditions-takes-over-debate-in/article_2fa7e7bb-a337-5a86b641-94dc8c36b66e.html

ACA: Individual Market: https://www.apnews.com/447bb3c3ebfa49c3837dc40190a5f5de
Wyoming

Medicaid Expansion: https://trib.com/news/state-and-regional/govt-and-politics/health/as-rest-of-westmulls-medicaid-expansion-gordon-and-throne/article_cfae36c9-8148-5b8a-9e07-aeabad12a549.html

SENATE RACES
Arizona

ACA: Pre-existing Condition Protections; ACA: Individual Market:
https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/politics/elections/2018/10/14/martha-mcsally-kyrsten-sinema-oddsover-affordable-care-act-obamacare-aca-arizona-senate-race/1582385002/

Abortion: https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/politics/elections/2018/10/15/martha-mcsally-kyrstensinema-square-off-senate-debate/1655445002/
California

Single Payer/Medicare-for-All: http://www.latimes.com/politics/la-na-pol-feinstein-deleon-questions20181010-story.html
Connecticut

ACA: Pre-existing Condition Protections: https://ctmirror.org/2018/06/18/murphy-blames-higher-healthinsurance-costs-trump/

ACA: Individual Market: https://www.thehour.com/news/article/Himes-Murphy-defend-Affordable-Care-Actamid-13164533.php
Florida

Medicaid Expansion: https://thehill.com/homenews/campaign/409567-rolling-coverage-nelson-scott-tradeblows-in-florida-senate-debate
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ACA: Pre-existing Condition Protections: https://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/politics/politicalpulse/os-ne-nelson-health-care-orlando-20181018-story.html

Indiana

ACA: Pre-existing Condition Protections; ACA: Individual Market:
https://www.indystar.com/story/news/2018/09/27/indiana-senate-race-braun-donnelly-spar-over-obamacarepre-existing-conditions/1368504002/

Abortion; Planned Parenthood Funding: https://www.indystar.com/story/news/politics/2018/08/09/indianasenate-race-2018-where-joe-donnelly-and-mike-braun-stand-abortion/922209002/
Maine


Single Payer/Medicare-for-All: http://www.mainepublic.org/post/senate-candidate-zak-ringelstein-healthcare-money-politics#stream/0

Massachusetts

ACA: Pre-existing Condition Protections: http://www.patriotledger.com/news/20180915/sen-warrenhosts-town-hall-at-quincy-high-school
Michigan

ACA: Pre-existing Condition Protections: https://www.cbsnews.com/news/michigan-senate-race-debbiestabenow-john-james-health-care-tariffs-key-issues/

ACA: Individual Market: https://www.lansingstatejournal.com/story/news/local/2018/10/18/us-senate-racedebbie-stabenow-john-james/1499795002/
Minnesota
Incumbent: Klobuchar

ACA: Pre-existing Condition Protections: http://www.westfargopioneer.com/news/government-andpolitics/4490224-klobuchar-newberger-broadcast-wide-differences-minnesota-state
Incumbent: Smith [Special Election]

ACA: Pre-existing Condition Protections: http://www.marshallindependent.com/news/localnews/2018/10/candidate-housley-says-its-time-to-get-things-done/;
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2018/08/30/smith-housley-disagree-on-much-including-trump

ACA: Individual Market: http://www.duluthnewstribune.com/news/government-and-politics/4503293-healthcare-qa-senate-candidates-smith-housley

Single Payer/Medicare-for-All: https://www.mprnews.org/story/2018/10/15/smith-housley-senate-voterguide; http://www.bemidjipioneer.com/news/government-and-politics/4494730-sen-tina-smiths-staff-hearbemidji-perspective-health-care

Abortion; Planned Parenthood Funding: https://www.mprnews.org/story/2018/09/10/smith-aims-useplanned-parenthood-background-to-her-advantage
Mississippi
Incumbent: Wicker

Medicaid Expansion: https://mississippitoday.org/2018/10/15/baria-trying-to-make-race-of-states-othersenate-campaign-against-wicker/

Abortion: http://www.jacksonfreepress.com/news/2018/sep/12/bucking-conventional-wisdom-david-bariatouts-pro-/

Planned Parenthood Funding: http://www.jacksonfreepress.com/news/2018/jul/25/planned-parenthoodbraces-battle/
Incumbent: Hyde-Smith [Special Election]

Abortion: http://www.jacksonfreepress.com/news/2018/sep/26/killing-unborn-children-point-kavanaughaccusation/
Missouri

ACA: Pre-existing Condition Protections: https://apnews.com/6e1aa41dfaf24320b8dfcc55157f637f

ACA: Individual Market: https://www.news-leader.com/story/opinion/2018/10/03/josh-hawley-obamacareisnt-needed-protect-pre-existing-conditions/1508838002/

Abortion: http://news.stlpublicradio.org/post/debate-over-reproductive-rights-heats-again-missouri#stream/0
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Montana

ACA: Pre-existing Condition Protections; ACA: Individual Market: https://kpax.com/news/montanapolitics/2018/10/11/u-s-senate-race-tester-rosendale-far-apart-on-health-care-solutions/
Nebraska

Medicaid Expansion: https://www.omaha.com/news/nebraska/in-senate-race-deb-fischer-wants-healthcare-choices-jane/article_644c74a3-2a9a-551a-b042-fa7d3f87e3d5.html

ACA: Individual Market: https://www.omaha.com/news/politics/elections/raybould-calls-fischer-part-of-thatproblem-in-senate-debate/article_ec6b4420-7cb2-5f00-9e74-f03902f55618.html
Nevada

ACA: Pre-existing Condition Protections: https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/410426-new-dem-ad-saysheller-lying-about-protecting-pre-existing-conditions
New Jersey

ACA: Pre-existing Condition Protections:
https://www.nj.com/politics/index.ssf/2018/09/how_republican_senate_candidate_hugin_wants_to_ref.html
New Mexico

ACA: Individual Market: https://taosnews.com/stories/health-care-a-top-issue-in-new-mexico-race-for-ussenate,51870

Single Payer/Medicare-for-All: http://www.santafenewmexican.com/news/local_news/heinrich-seeksbipartisan-appeal-in-new-mexico-race-for-u/article_ea8f721f-27b7-5efe-8c87-35144aa0653e.html;
https://www.abqjournal.com/1225336/us-senate-candidate-mick-rich.html

Abortion: https://www.demingheadlight.com/story/news/2018/10/03/candidates-forum-focused-new-mexicostate-races/1501801002/
New York

Single Payer/Medicare-for-All: https://www.uticaod.com/news/20180918/gillibrand-farley-face-off-forsenate-seat
North Dakota

ACA: Pre-existing Condition Protections: https://www.rollcall.com/news/politics/cramer-counters-healthcare-attacks-with-new-ad

Abortion: https://www.nbcnews.com/card/cramer-blasts-heitkamp-abortion-vote-n906811
Ohio




Medicaid Expansion: https://www.ohio.com/news/20181009/senate-candidate-jim-renacci-thanks-sherrodbrown-for-exposure-in-attack-ads-during-akron-visit; https://www.dispatch.com/news/20180911/sherrodbrown-jim-renacci-health-care-auto-bailout-prominent-in-pivotal-senate-race
ACA: Pre-existing Condition Protections: https://www.yahoo.com/news/ohio-us-senate-candidates-sparover-health-care-005428375--election.html
ACA: Individual Market: https://www.cleveland.com/expo/news/erry-2018/10/63f0644dbc2364/sherrodbrown-vs-jim-renacci-w.html

Pennsylvania

ACA: Pre-existing Condition Protections: https://www.wtae.com/article/pennsylvania-sen-bob-casey-loubarletta-coverage-for-pre-existing-conditions-report-on-clergy-sexual-abuse/22680752

Abortion: https://www.politico.com/story/2018/07/02/casey-abortion-pennsylvania-midterms-689505
Rhode Island

ACA: Pre-existing Condition Protections; Single Payer/Medicare-for-All:
https://www.wpri.com/politics/us-senate-candidates-whitehouse-flanders-tackle-scotus-trump-in-first-tvdebate/1508581269
Tennessee

Medicaid Expansion: https://www.tennessean.com/story/news/politics/tn-elections/2018/09/18/philbredesen-tenncare-tennessee-us-senate-marsha-blackburn/1217149002/;
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Texas





Utah


http://www.nashvillepublicradio.org/post/3-issues-first-senate-debate-divided-marsha-blackburn-and-philbredesen#stream/0
ACA: Individual Market: https://thehill.com/homenews/campaign/410891-five-takeaways-from-the-finaltennessee-senate-debate
Abortion; Planned Parenthood Funding: https://www.tennessean.com/story/news/politics/tnelections/2018/09/19/tennessee-elections-phil-bredesen-supports-planned-parenthood-video/1356497002/

Medicaid Expansion: https://thehill.com/blogs/blog-briefing-room/news/407175-beto-orourke-calls-fortexas-to-expand-medicaid?wpisrc=nl_health202&wpmm=1
ACA: Pre-existing Condition Protections: https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/411943-cruz-softensobamacare-attacks-underscoring-gop-shift
Single Payer/Medicare-for-All: https://www.elpasotimes.com/story/news/2018/10/16/cruz-beto-debatewho-won-ted-cruz-beto-orourke-final-debate-texas-us-senate-midterm-election/1657254002/;
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/politics/trailing-in-polls-beto-orourke-lays-into-ted-cruz-in-texas-debate
Abortion; Planned Parenthood Funding:
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/politics/texas/article/Cruz-v-O-Rourke-Forget-the-hype-here-s13244825.php

Medicaid Expansion; ACA: Individual Market: https://www.sltrib.com/news/politics/2018/09/24/romneywilson-split-utahs/

Vermont

Single Payer/Medicare-for-All: https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2018/10/11/bernie-sandersdonald-trump-lies-medicare-all-health-care-column/1594863002/;
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/stories/lawrence-zupan-sanders-acting-more-like-absentee-landlord-thanvt-senator,552936?
Virginia

Medicaid Expansion: https://www.princewilliamtimes.com/news/stewart-kaine-exchange-sharp-jabs-in-firstsenate-debate/article_2f9df0c4-8d24-11e8-a0c3-7fb7e95ba531.html

ACA: Individual Market: https://www.princewilliamtimes.com/news/stewart-kaine-trade-accusations-in-firsttelevised-debate/article_643d4a62-c25a-11e8-b2c3-d7d472126be2.html

Abortion: https://www.whsv.com/content/news/485417751.html
Washington

ACA: Individual Market: http://www.chronline.com/news/sen-maria-cantwell-susan-hutchison-draw-sharppartisan-contrasts-in/article_9f9360ac-cd76-11e8-907f-c7a1a7ad69c9.html
West Virginia

ACA: Pre-existing Condition Protections:
https://www.wvgazettemail.com/election_2018/congress_2018/in-us-senate-campaign-health-care-preexisting-conditions-in/article_3b936541-8aec-5abb-abf9-ef6b3b11bd07.html

Abortion; Planned Parenthood Funding:
https://www.wvgazettemail.com/election_2018/congress_2018/manchin-confident-morrisey-playing-uptrump-support-as-election-nears/article_e49b3266-38e7-5b51-ba89-225385bbed6f.html
Wisconsin

ACA: Pre-existing Condition Protections: https://www.weau.com/content/news/Baldwin-Vukmir-sparover-health-care-in-debate-496039101.html

ACA: Individual Market: https://madison.com/ct/news/local/govt-and-politics/election-matters/explainedthe-affordable-care-act-debate-in-wisconsin-s-u/article_9781f067-f213-59ef-8f38-62a3017c737f.html

Single Payer/Medicare-for-All: https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/politics/elections/2018/10/02/leahvukmir-claims-tammy-baldwins-plans-destroy-health-care-we-know/1497364002/

Abortion: https://urbanmilwaukee.com/2018/10/09/baldwin-vukmir-debate-health-care-abortion/
Wyoming
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ACA: Pre-existing Condition Protections: https://healthpayerintelligence.com/news/gop-senatorspropose-to-reinforce-pre-existing-condition-protections

BALLOT MEASURES
Alabama

Abortion: https://sos.alabama.gov/alabama-votes/voter/ballot-measures/statewide [Ballot Statement for
Statewide Amendment #2]
Idaho


Medicaid Expansion: https://sos.idaho.gov/elect/inits/2018/init03.html

Montana

Medicaid Expansion: https://sosmt.gov/Portals/142/Elections/archives/2010s/2018/I-185.pdf
Nebraska

Medicaid Expansion: http://www.sos.ne.gov/elec/2018/pdf/2018-General-Ballots/English%20%20Initiative%20Measure%20427.pdf
Oregon

Abortion: http://oregonvotes.org/irr/2018/001text.pdf
Utah


Medicaid Expansion:
https://elections.utah.gov/Media/Default/2018%20Election/Initiatives/Proposition%203%20%20Ballot%20Title.pdf

West Virginia

Abortion: https://sos.wv.gov/elections/Documents/SampleBallots/18GWVWYO_SampleBallot.pdf [Page 2,
Amendment No. 1]
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