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There are 47.5 million Americans age 65 and older, making up 15% of the population, as of 2015. Many have complex physical and behavioral
health care needs, such as heart disease, diabetes, and dementia.

Seniors often require services that are not covered by Medicare, such as long-term care. These include assistance with self-care, such as
bathing and dressing, and household activities, such as preparing meals and housekeeping. Medicaid covers these services and also helps make
Medicare affordable for seniors with low incomes by helping with Medicare premiums and cost-sharing.

Medicaid currently provides federal matching funds with no pre-set limit to help states cover seniors with low incomes. Many coverage
pathways and services that are important to seniors are optional for states, so Medicaid financing reductions and restructuring as proposed in the
American Health Care Act could limit states’ ability to care for seniors.
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Medicaid Facilitates Access to Coverage for Many Low-Income Seniors, Including Long-Term Care

Medicaid funds over half of long-term care. Many states opt to increase Medicaid eligibility for Seniors use Medicaid long-term
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Reduced Federal Medicaid Financing Could Limit Seniors’ Access to Coverage and Services

Reflecting complex health Medicaid spending per senior enrollee varies across states, due
needs, Medicaid spending on to state choices on eligibility and services.
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Sources for this document are available at: http://kff.org/infographic/medicaids-role-for-seniors.
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