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METHODOLOGY

The 2016 Kaiser Health Tracking Polls were designed and analyzed by public opinion researchers at the Kaiser Family Foundation
(KFF). All surveys were conducted among a nationally representative random digit dial telephone sample of adults ages 18 and older,
living in the United States, including Alaska and Hawaii (note: persons without a telephone could not be included in the random
selection process). Computer-assisted telephone interviews conducted by landline and cell phone were carried out in English and
Spanish by Princeton Data Source under the direction of Princeton Survey Research Associates International (PSRAI). Both the
random digit dial landline and cell phone samples were provided by Survey Sampling International, LLC. For the landline sample,
respondents were selected by asking for the youngest adult male or female currently at home based on a random rotation. If no one
of that gender was available, interviewers asked to speak with the youngest adult of the opposite gender. For the cell phone sample,
interviews were conducted with the adult who answered the phone. KFF paid for all costs associated with the survey.

The combined landline and cell phone sample was weighted to balance the sample demographics to match estimates for the
national population using data from the Census Bureau’s 2014 American Community Survey (ACS) on sex, age, education, race,
Hispanic origin, nativity (for Hispanics only), and region along with data from the 2010 Census on population density. The sample
was also weighted to match current patterns of telephone use using data from the January-June 2015 National Health Interview
Survey. The weight takes into account the fact that respondents with both a landline and cell phone have a higher probability of
selection in the combined sample and also adjusts for the household size for the landline sample. All statistical tests of significance
account for the effect of weighting.

To see field dates, sample sizes, and the margin of sampling error including the design effect for each month, please visit each
survey’s topline available on the Kaiser Family Foundation’s website. Note that sampling error is only one of many potential sources
of error in this or any other public opinion poll. Kaiser Family Foundation public opinion and survey research is a charter member of
the Transparency Initiative of the American Association for Public Opinion Research.

Kaiser Family Foundation Health Tracking Poll (conducted in 2016)


http://www.aapor.org/Transparency_Initiative.htm

JANUARY

14. Next, please tell me how closely you have followed these stories that have been in the news recently. (First/Next,) (INSERT--READ AND
RANDOMIIZE). READ FOR FIRST ITEM THEN AS NECESSARY: Did you follow this story very closely, fairly closely, not too closely, or not at all
closely?

Not Don’t
Closely Very Fairly closely Nottoo  Notatall know/
(NET) closely closely (NET) closely closely Refused

a. Congressional efforts to repeal the 2010 health
care law and President Obama’s veto

01/16 48 19 30 51 27 24 1
b. Spending bill passed by Congress for 2016
01/16 37 14 23 63 31 32 *
c. The 2010 health care law’s third open enroliment
period
01/16 26 9 17 74 35 39 *
11/15 35 14 21 64 30 34 1
01/15* 26 6 19 74 27 47 1
12/14 28 7 21 71 33 37 1
11/14? 25 10 15 73 28 45 2
d. Rising prescription drug costs
01/16 42 19 23 58 28 30 *
12/15 44 21 23 55 20 35
10/15 49 25 24 51 25 25 *
e. 2016 Presidential campaigns
01/16 73 39 34 26 18 9 *
12/15 71 35 36 28 15 14 1
11/15 74 39 35 25 15 10 1
10/15 67 36 31 32 18 14 1
09/15 74 40 34 25 12 13 1
08/15 69 33 36 31 17 13 1
06/29/15 54 22 32 45 22 22 1
06/09/15 55 25 31 43 18 26 1
f.  President Obama’s executive action on gun
control
01/16 72 40 32 28 17 10 *

g. The Department of Justice’s investigation into the
Chicago Police Department
01/16 43 16 26 57 27 29 1
h. Conflicts involving ISIS and other Islamic militant
groups in Irag and Syria

01/16 76 41 35 24 16 8 *
11/15 74 39 34 25 15 10 1
06/09/15 69 33 36 30 17 13 1
12/14 70 32 38 29 15 14 1
11/14 70 34 37 29 17 12 1
10/143 68 32 36 31 18 14 1
i. Arrest of escaped Mexican drug lord Joaquin “El
Chapo” Guzman
01/16 48 20 28 51 27 24 1

1 December 2014 and January 2015 trend for this item was “The health care law’s second open enrollment period”.
November 2014 trend for this item was “Preparations for the health care law’s second open enrollment period”

3 October 2014 trend for this item was “Airstrikes by the U.S. and others against Islamic militants in Iraq and Syria”.



FEBRUARY

10. Next, please tell me how closely you have followed these stories that have been in the news recently. (First/Next,) (INSERT--READ AND
RANDOMIIZE). READ FOR FIRST ITEM THEN AS NECESSARY: Did you follow this story very closely, fairly closely, not too closely, or not at all
closely?

Not Don’t
Closely Very Fairly closely Nottoo  Notatall know/
(NET) closely closely (NET) closely closely Refused
a. 2016 Presidential campaigns
02/16 73 39 34 26 14 12 1
01/16 73 39 34 26 18 9 *
12/15 71 35 36 28 15 14 1
11/15 74 39 35 25 15 10 1
10/15 67 36 31 32 18 14 1
09/15 74 40 34 25 12 13 1
08/15 69 33 36 31 17 13 1
06/29/15 54 22 32 45 22 22 1
06/09/15 55 25 31 43 18 26 1
b. The Zika virus outbreak
02/16 57 20 37 41 21 20 1
c. Unsafe levels of lead found in the drinking water
in Flint, Michigan
02/16 64 28 35 35 17 19 1
d. President Obama’s proposal to increase
government funding for treatment and
prevention of heroin and prescription painkiller
addiction
02/16 30 10 20 68 25 43 2
e. The health care law’s third open enrollment
period
02/16 34 12 22 65 29 36 1
01/16 26 9 17 74 35 39 *
11/15 35 14 21 64 30 34 1
01/15* 26 6 19 74 27 47 1
12/14 28 7 21 71 33 37 1
11/14° 25 10 15 73 28 45 2
f. The lifting of international sanctions against Iran
following the release of American hostages
02/16 53 23 30 46 22 24 1
g. Conflicts involving ISIS and other Islamic militant
groups
02/16 73 35 38 26 15 11
01/16° 76 41 35 24 16 8 *
11/15 74 39 34 25 15 10 1
06/09/15 69 33 36 30 17 13 1
12/14 70 32 38 29 15 14 1
11/14 70 34 37 29 17 12 1
10/147 68 32 36 31 18 14 1

December 2014 and January 2015 trend for this item was “The health care law’s second open enrollment period”.
November 2014 trend for this item was “Preparations for the health care law’s second open enrollment period”
November 2014 through January 2016 trend wording for this item was “Conflicts involving ISIS and other Islamic militant groups in Iraq and Syria”

N o b

October 2014 trend for this item was “Airstrikes by the U.S. and others against Islamic militants in Iraq and Syria”.



MARCH

8. Next, please tell me how closely you have followed these stories that have been in the news recently. (First/Next,) (INSERT--READ AND
RANDOMIIZE). READ FOR FIRST ITEM THEN AS NECESSARY: Did you follow this story very closely, fairly closely, not too closely, or not at all
closely?

Not Don’t
Closely Very Fairly closely Nottoo  Notatall know/
(NET) closely closely (NET) closely closely Refused
a. 2016 Presidential campaigns
03/16 81 51 30 18 11 7 1
02/16 73 39 34 26 14 12 1
01/16 73 39 34 26 18 9 *
12/15 71 35 36 28 15 14 1
11/15 74 39 35 25 15 10 1
10/15 67 36 31 32 18 14 1
09/15 74 40 34 25 12 13 1
08/15 69 33 36 31 17 13 1
06/29/15 54 22 32 45 22 22 1
06/09/15 55 25 31 43 18 26 1
b. The Zika virus outbreak
03/16 54 23 31 45 22 23 1
02/16 57 20 37 41 21 20 1

c. The death of Supreme Court Justice Antonin
Scalia and vacancy on the Supreme Court

03/16 59 29 29 41 17 24 1
d. The Supreme Court case on Texas abortion laws
03/16 36 15 21 64 23 40 1
e. The health care law’s third open enroliment
period
03/16 34 14 21 65 26 39 1
02/16 34 12 22 65 29 36 1
01/16 26 9 17 74 35 39 *
11/15 35 14 21 64 30 34 1
01/158 26 6 19 74 27 47 1
12/14 28 7 21 71 33 37 1
11/14° 25 10 15 73 28 45 2

f. The FBI order requiring Apple to unlock the San
Bernardino shooting suspect’s iPhone
03/16 61 30 31 38 20 18 1
g. Unsafe levels of lead found in the drinking water
in Flint, Michigan

03/16 63 30 33 36 17 19 1
02/16 64 28 35 35 17 19 1
h. Conflicts involving ISIS and other Islamic militant
groups

03/16 72 36 35 27 16 11 1

02/16 73 35 38 26 15 11
01/16% 76 41 35 24 16 8 *
11/15 74 39 34 25 15 10 1
06/09/15 69 33 36 30 17 13 1
12/14 70 32 38 29 15 14 1
11/14 70 34 37 29 17 12 1
10/14 68 32 36 31 18 14 1

December 2014 and January 2015 trend for this item was “The health care law’s second open enrollment period”.

November 2014 trend for this item was “Preparations for the health care law’s second open enrollment period”

10 November 2014 through January 2016 trend wording for this item was “Conflicts involving ISIS and other Islamic militant groups in Iraq and Syria”

11 October 2014 trend for this item was “Airstrikes by the U.S. and others against Islamic militants in Iraq and Syria”.



APRIL

20. Next, please tell me how closely you have followed these stories that have been in the news recently. (First/Next,) (INSERT--READ AND
RANDOMIIZE). READ FOR FIRST ITEM THEN AS NECESSARY: Did you follow this story very closely, fairly closely, not too closely, or not at all
closely?

Not Don’t
Closely Very Fairly closely Nottoo  Notatall know/
(NET) closely closely (NET) closely closely Refused
a. 2016 Presidential campaigns
04/16 77 a7 30 22 12 10 1
03/16 81 51 30 18 11 7 1
02/16 73 39 34 26 14 12 1
01/16 73 39 34 26 18 9 *
12/15 71 35 36 28 15 14 1
11/15 74 39 35 25 15 10 1
10/15 67 36 31 32 18 14 1
09/15 74 40 34 25 12 13 1
08/15 69 33 36 31 17 13 1
06/29/15 54 22 32 45 22 22 1
06/09/15 55 25 31 43 18 26 1
b. The FBI order requiring Apple to unlock the San
Bernardino shooting suspect’s iPhone
04/16 66 33 33 34 15 19 *
03/16 61 30 31 38 20 18 1
c. Terrorist attacks in Brussels and other conflicts
involving ISIS
04/16 80 48 32 19 11 8 *
d. The Supreme Court case regarding access to
contraception under the Affordable Care Act
04/16 48 23 25 52 23 29 *
e. President Obama’s proposal to increase
government funding for treatment and
prevention of heroin and prescription painkiller
addiction
04/16 34 12 22 66 29 37 1
02/16 30 10 20 68 25 43 2
f.  Unsafe levels of lead found in the drinking water
in Flint, Michigan
04/16 70 37 33 30 14 16 *
03/16 63 30 33 36 17 19 1
02/16 64 28 35 35 17 19 1
g. The Zika virus outbreak
04/16 61 29 32 38 20 18 1
03/16 54 23 31 45 22 23 1

02/16 57 20 37 41 21 20 1



JUNE

9. Next, please tell me how closely you have followed these stories that have been in the news recently. (First/Next,) (INSERT--READ AND
RANDOMIIZE). READ FOR FIRST ITEM THEN AS NECESSARY: Did you follow this story very closely, fairly closely, not too closely, or not at all
closely?

Not Don’t
Closely Very Fairly closely Nottoo Notatall know/
(NET) closely closely (NET) closely closely Refused
a. 2016 Presidential campaigns
06/16 79 53 27 20 11 9 *
04/16 77 47 30 22 12 10 1
03/16 81 51 30 18 11 7 1
02/16 73 39 34 26 14 12 1
01/16 73 39 34 26 18 9 *
12/15 71 35 36 28 15 14 1
11/15 74 39 35 25 15 10 1
10/15 67 36 31 32 18 14 1
09/15 74 40 34 25 12 13 1
08/15 69 33 36 31 17 13 1
06/29/15 54 22 32 45 22 22 1
06/09/15 55 25 31 43 18 26 1
b. Conflicts involving ISIS and other Islamic militant
groups
06/16 80 49 30 19 11 8 1
03/16 72 36 35 27 16 11 1
02/16 73 35 38 26 15 11 1
01/16% 76 41 35 24 16 8 *
11/15 74 39 34 25 15 10 1
06/09/15 69 33 36 30 17 13 1
12/14 70 32 38 29 15 14 1
11/14 70 34 37 29 17 12 1
10/14% 68 32 36 31 18 14 1
c. Long security lines at the country’s airports
06/16 47 22 25 51 24 27 1
d. The ongoing heroin and prescription painkiller
addiction epidemic in the U.S.
06/16 54 30 25 45 22 23 1
e. The Zika virus outbreak
06/16 57 26 31 42 22 19 1
04/16 61 29 32 38 20 18 1
03/16 54 23 31 45 22 23 1
02/16 57 20 37 41 21 20 1
f. Reports about rising health insurance premiums
06/16 61 30 31 39 21 17 1
g. Public outrage over the sentencing of a Stanford
sexual assault case
06/16 54 30 24 45 21 24 1
h. The attack at a LGBT night club in Orlando,
Florida
06/16 85 56 29 14 9 5 1

12 November 2014 through January 2016 trend wording for this item was “Conflicts involving ISIS and other Islamic militant groups in Iraq and Syria”
13 October 2014 trend for this item was “Airstrikes by the U.S. and others against Islamic militants in Iraq and Syria”.



JULY

4, Next, please tell me how closely you have followed these stories that have been in the news recently. (First/Next,) (INSERT--READ AND
RANDOMIIZE). READ FOR FIRST ITEM THEN AS NECESSARY: Did you follow this story very closely, fairly closely, not too closely, or not at all
closely?

Not Don’t
Closely Very Fairly closely Nottoo  Notatall know/
(NET) closely closely (NET) closely closely Refused
a. 2016 presidential campaigns
07/16 83 52 31 17 11 6 *
06/16 79 53 27 20 11 9 *
04/16 77 47 30 22 12 10 1
03/16 81 51 30 18 11 7 1
02/16 73 39 34 26 14 12 1
01/16 73 39 34 26 18 9 *
12/15 71 35 36 28 15 14 1
11/15 74 39 35 25 15 10 1
10/15 67 36 31 32 18 14 1
09/15 74 40 34 25 12 13 1
08/15 69 33 36 31 17 13 1
06/29/15 54 22 32 45 22 22 1
06/09/15 55 25 31 43 18 26 1
b. Britain’s Brexit vote to leave the European Union
07/16 53 25 28 46 22 25 1
c. Congressional debate about gun control
legislation
07/16 72 42 31 27 16 11 *

d. Terrorist attacks in Istanbul and Baghdad, and
other conflicts involving ISIS or other Islamic
militant groups

07/16 78 45 33 22 15 7 *
06/16% 80 49 30 19 11 8 1
03/16 72 36 35 27 16 11 1
02/16 73 35 38 26 15 11 1
01/16% 76 41 35 24 16 8 *
11/15 74 39 34 25 15 10 1
06/09/15 69 33 36 30 17 13 1
12/14 70 32 38 29 15 14 1
11/14 70 34 37 29 17 12 1
e. The ongoing heroin and prescription painkiller
addiction epidemic in the U.S.
07/16 52 25 27 48 23 25 *
06/16 54 30 25 45 22 23 1
f. The Zika virus outbreak
07/16 52 21 31 47 29 18 *
06/16 57 26 31 42 22 19 1
04/16 61 29 32 38 20 18 1
03/16 54 23 31 45 22 23 1
02/16 57 20 37 41 21 20 1
g. The Supreme Court decision on Texas abortion
clinics
07/16 46 22 23 54 25 29 1
Based on July 7-11 interviews only (n=779)¢
h. The recent fatal police shootings of black men,
such as Alton Sterling in Baton Rouge or Philando
Castile in Minnesota
07/16 81 53 28 18 11 7 1

14 February through June 2016 trend wording for this item was “Conflicts involving ISIS and other Islamic militant groups”
15 November 2014 through January 2016 trend wording for this item was “Conflicts involving ISIS and other Islamic militant groups in Iraq and Syria”
16 This item was added on July 7.



AUGUST

24, Next, please tell me how closely you have followed these stories that have been in the news recently. (First/Next,) (INSERT--READ AND
RANDOMIIZE). READ FOR FIRST ITEM THEN AS NECESSARY: Did you follow this story very closely, fairly closely, not too closely, or not at all
closely?

Not Don’t
Closely Very Fairly closely Nottoo  Notatall know/
(NET) closely closely (NET) closely closely Refused

a. Republican candidate Donald Trump’s
presidential campaign

08/16 68 35 33 31 16 16 1
b. Democratic candidate Hillary Clinton’s
presidential campaign
08/16 67 34 33 33 18 15 1
c. Conflicts involving ISIS and other Islamic militant
groups
08/16 71 37 34 28 19 9 1
07/16 78 45 33 22 15 7 *
06/16%® 80 49 30 19 11 8 1
03/16 72 36 35 27 16 11 1
02/16 73 35 38 26 15 11 1
01/16%° 76 41 35 24 16 8 *
11/15 74 39 34 25 15 10 1
06/09/15 69 33 36 30 17 13 1
12/14 70 32 38 29 15 14 1
11/14 70 34 37 29 17 12 1
10/14% 68 32 36 31 18 14 1

d. The ongoing heroin and prescription painkiller
addiction epidemic in the U.S.

08/16 43 17 26 56 32 24 1
07/16 52 25 27 48 23 25 *
06/16 54 30 25 45 22 23 1
e. Reports about rising ACA health insurance
premiums
08/16 40 20 19 60 27 32 1

f.  Reports of health insurance companies leaving
ACA marketplaces

08/16 36 18 18 62 27 35 2
g. The Zika virus outbreak

08/16 60 22 38 39 26 13 1

07/16 52 21 31 47 29 18 *

06/16 57 26 31 42 22 19 1

04/16 61 29 32 38 20 18 1

03/16 54 23 31 45 22 23 1

02/16 57 20 37 41 21 20 1
h. The 2016 Summer Olympics in Brazil

08/16 51 25 27 48 26 23 *
i. The severe flooding in Louisiana

08/16 65 30 35 35 22 12 1

v July 2016 trend wording for this item was “Terrorist attacks in Istanbul and Baghdad, and other conflicts involving ISIS or other Islamic militant groups”

18 February through June 2016 trend wording for this item was “Conflicts involving ISIS and other Islamic militant groups”

19 November 2014 through January 2016 trend wording for this item was “Conflicts involving ISIS and other Islamic militant groups in Iraq and Syria”

20 October 2014 trend for this item was “Airstrikes by the U.S. and others against Islamic militants in Iraq and Syria”.



SEPTEMBER

18. Next, please tell me how closely you have followed these stories that have been in the news recently. (First/Next,) (INSERT--READ AND
RANDOMIIZE). READ FOR FIRST ITEM THEN AS NECESSARY: Did you follow this story very closely, fairly closely, not too closely, or not at all
closely?

Not Don’t
Closely Very Fairly closely Nottoo  Notatall know/
(NET) closely closely (NET) closely closely Refused

a. Republican candidate Donald Trump’s
presidential campaign

09/16 69 40 29 30 14 16 *
08/16 68 35 33 31 16 16 1
b. Democratic candidate Hillary Clinton’s
presidential campaign
09/16 70 41 30 29 14 15 1
08/16 67 34 33 33 18 15 1

c. The ongoing heroin and prescription painkiller
addiction epidemic in the U.S.

09/16 56 25 30 44 25 19 1
08/16 43 17 26 56 32 24 1
07/16 52 25 27 48 23 25 *
06/16 54 30 25 45 22 23 1
d. The Zika virus outbreak
09/16 61 23 38 38 25 14 *
08/16 60 22 38 39 26 13 1
07/16 52 21 31 47 29 18 *
06/16 57 26 31 42 22 19 1
04/16 61 29 32 38 20 18 1
03/16 54 23 31 45 22 23 1
02/16 57 20 37 41 21 20 1

e. Theincrease in cost for an Epinephrine injection,
otherwise known as the EpiPen
09/16 58 31 27 41 16 25 1
f. Professional athletes, like NFL player Colin
Kaepernick, protesting during the playing of the
national anthem
09/16 62 33 29 37 17 20 1
g. Reports on the number of Americans without
health insurance
09/16 58 21 37 41 26 16 1
h. The U.S. and Russia brokered cease-fire to the
conflict in Aleppo, Syria
09/16 49 19 29 51 23 28 1



OCTOBER

22. Next, please tell me how closely you have followed these stories that have been in the news recently. (First/Next,) (INSERT--READ AND
RANDOMIIZE). READ FOR FIRST ITEM THEN AS NECESSARY: Did you follow this story very closely, fairly closely, not too closely, or not at all
closely?

Not Don’t
Closely Very Fairly closely Nottoo  Notatall know/
(NET) closely closely (NET) closely closely Refused

a. Republican candidate Donald Trump’s
presidential campaign

10/16 70 40 30 30 14 15 *
09/16 69 40 29 30 14 16 *
08/16 68 35 33 31 16 16 1
b. Democratic candidate Hillary Clinton’s
presidential campaign
10/16 73 41 33 26 15 12 *
09/16 70 41 30 29 14 15 1
08/16 67 34 33 33 18 15

c. The ongoing heroin and prescription painkiller
addiction epidemic in the U.S.

10/16 59 28 31 41 21 20 1
09/16 56 25 30 44 25 19 1
08/16 43 17 26 56 32 24 1
07/16 52 25 27 48 23 25 *
06/16 54 30 25 45 22 23 1
d. The Zika virus outbreak
10/16 64 29 35 36 22 14 *
09/16 61 23 38 38 25 14
08/16 60 22 38 39 26 13 1
07/16 52 21 31 47 29 18 *
06/16 57 26 31 42 22 19 1
04/16 61 29 32 38 20 18 1
03/16 54 23 31 45 22 23 1
02/16 57 20 37 41 21 20 1
e. Theincrease in cost for an Epinephrine injection,
otherwise known as the EpiPen
10/16 61 34 28 38 17 21
09/16 58 31 27 41 16 25 1
No item f
g. The conflict in Aleppo, Syria
10/16 51 23 28 48 22 26 1
09/16% 49 19 29 51 23 28 1
h. Damage caused by Hurricane Matthew
10/16 72 37 35 27 18 9 *
i. Former President Bill Clinton’s comments about
the ACA [IF NEEDED: Affordable Care Act]
10/16 33 16 17 67 22 45 1

21 Trend wording for this item was “The U.S. and Russia brokered cease-fire to the conflict in Aleppo, Syria”.



NOVEMBER

25. Next, please tell me how closely you have followed these stories that have been in the news recently. (First/Next,) (INSERT--READ AND
RANDOMIIZE). READ FOR FIRST ITEM THEN AS NECESSARY: Did you follow this story very closely, fairly closely, not too closely, or not at all
closely?

Not Not Don’t
Closely Very Fairly closely Not too atall know/

(NET) closely closely (NET) closely closely Refused

a. Republican candidate Donald Trump’s presidential
campaign win
11/16 82 56 26 18 8 9 *
b. Reports about rising ACA [IF NEEDED: Affordable
Care Act] health insurance premiums

11/16 55 26 29 44 25 19 1
08/16 40 20 19 60 27 32 1
c. The health care law’s fourth open enrollment
period
11/16 45 19 26 54 31 23 1
d. Rising prescription drug costs
11/16 59 30 29 41 23 18 *
01/16 42 19 23 58 28 30 *
12/15 44 21 23 55 20 35 1
10/15 49 25 24 51 25 25 *
e. The conflict involving ISIS in Mosul, Iraq
11/16 71 35 36 28 17 12 1

f.  Republican plans to repeal the 2010 health care law
11/16 70 36 34 29 18 11 *
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