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KFF/New York Times 2025 Survey of Immigrants (August 28 – October 20, 2025) 

METHODOLOGY 
 

The KFF/New York Times 2025 Survey of Immigrants was designed and analyzed by public opinion researchers at KFF. The survey was conducted August 28 – 

October 20, 2025, online, by telephone, and by mail among a nationally representative sample of 1,805 immigrants, defined as adults living in the U.S. who 

were born outside the U.S. Respondents had the option to complete the survey in one of six languages: English (n=1,310), Spanish (n=431), Chinese (n=38), 

Korean (n=21, and Vietnamese (n=5), and Haitian-Creole. 

 

Teams from KFF and The New York Times worked together to develop the questionnaire and both organizations contributed financing for the survey. Each 

organization bears the sole responsibility for the work that appears under its name. Sampling, data collection, weighting, and tabulation were managed by 

SSRS of Glenn Mills, Pennsylvania in collaboration with public opinion researchers at KFF. 

 

Sampling strategy 

Respondents were reached through one of five sampling modes: an address-based sample, a random digit dial telephone (RDD) sample of prepaid (pay-as-

you-go) cell phone numbers, a callback sample of telephone numbers that were previously selected for an RDD survey, the SSRS Opinion Panel, and the 

SSRS/KFF Immigrants Panel. Marketing Systems Group (MSG) provided the random samples of addresses and phone numbers utilized by each of the five 

sampling modes. Telephone interviewing of all sample types was managed by SSRS of Glen Mills, PA. 

 

The address-based sample (n=646) was divided into areas (strata), defined by Census tract, based on the incidence of immigrants among the population 

overall and by countries of origin. Within each stratum, the sample was further divided into addresses that were flagged as possibly occupied by immigrant 

adults, and unflagged addresses. To increase the likelihood of reaching households with immigrant adults, strata with higher incidence of immigrants 

overall, and of certain countries of origin in particular, were oversampled.  

 

The RDD prepaid sample (n=233) was disproportionately stratified to effectively reach immigrants from particular countries, based on county-level 

information. Among this prepaid cell phone component, 117 interviews were completed by phone and 116 were completed via web survey after being 

invited by short message service (SMS). 

 

71 respondents were reached by calling back telephone numbers that were previously randomly selected for RDD surveys and had either self-reported 

being born outside the use (n=66), or an interviewer had noted that the respondent spoke a language other than English or Spanish (n=5). 377 respondents 

were reached through the SSRS Opinion Panel, a nationally representative probability-based panel, and 478 respondents were reached through the 

SSRS/KFF Immigrants Panel, a nationally representative probability-based panel of immigrants. 

 

To qualify for the survey, respondents needed to specify their country of birth, and were included if they were born outside the U.S. Those born in U.S. 

territories including Puerto Rico did not qualify. Households in the ABS frame were invited to participate in the survey through multiple mailed, multilingual 

invitations, requesting that the adult in the household who had the most recent birthday complete the survey by going online, dialing a toll-free number, or 

returning a paper questionnaire. Interviewers also attempted calls to some telephone numbers that were matched to sampled addresses. Cases sampled 

through either the SSRS Opinion Panel or the SSRS/KFF Immigrants Panel additionally were asked to confirm they are the named panelist. 

For the online panel components, invitations were sent to panel members by email followed by up to three reminder emails. Overall, 1,496 individuals 

completed the survey online, 263 completed the survey via telephone interview, and 46 completed paper questionnaires. 

 

Incentives and data quality checks 

All respondents were offered post-incentives varying in amounts of $10 to $20. The RDD live interviewer respondents received incentive via a check by mail. 

Those who participated online received an electronic gift card incentive by email. ABS paper respondents received a Visa gift card by mail. The online 

questionnaire included two questions designed to establish that respondents were paying attention. Cases that failed both attention check questions, 

skipped over 50% of survey questions, or participated in less than one-quarter of the mean length by mode were flagged and reviewed. Based on this 

criterion, 11 cases were removed. 

 

Translation 

The survey was translated by linguists at Cetra Language Solutions. To ensure accuracy of the survey program in each language, Cetra Language Solutions 

linguists and independent telephone interviewers reviewed each question as it appears in the program and provided feedback. The survey was revised and 

finalized based on this feedback. 

 

Weighting 

The combined sample was weighted to match the characteristics of the U.S. adult immigrant population, based on data from the Census Bureau’s 2023 

American Community Survey (ACS). Weighting was done separately for each of the region of origin groups by sex, age, education, census region, number of 

adults in household, presence of children, home ownership, length of time in the U.S., and citizenship status. Some groups included other weighting 

parameters such as English proficiency, race/ethnicity, or relevant sub-geographies. The overall sample was also weighted to match the share of U.S. adult 

immigrants from each country/region of origin group The final weights take into account differences in the probability of selection for each of the five 

sample types. This includes adjustment for the sample design and geographic stratification, and within household probability of selection. 
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The margin of sampling error including the design effect for the full sample is plus or minus 3 percentage points. Numbers of respondents and margins of 

sampling error for key subgroups are shown in the table below. For results based on other subgroups, the margin of sampling error may be higher. Sample 

sizes and margins of sampling error for other subgroups are available by request. Sampling error is only one of many potential sources of error and there 

may be other unmeasured error in this or any other public opinion poll. KFF Public Opinion and Survey Research is a charter member of the Transparency 

Initiative of the American Association for Public Opinion Research.  

 

Group N (unweighted) M.O.S.E. 

Total (2025) 1,805 ± 3 percentage points 

Black immigrants 174 ± 11 percentage points 

Hispanic immigrants 742 ± 5 percentage points 

Asian immigrants 545 ± 6 percentage points 

White immigrants 297 ± 7 percentage points 

Naturalized Citizen 1,171 ± 4 percentage points 

Lawfully Present (Green card or valid visa holder) 481 ± 6 percentage points 

Likely undocumented 151 ± 10 percentage points 

English Proficient (speaks English only or “very well”) 1,108 ± 4 percentage points 

Limited English Proficient (speaks English “less than very well”) 693 ± 5 percentage points 

Immigrant registered voters  1055 ± 4 percentage points 

Republican voters 229 ± 8 percentage points 

Democratic voters 408 ± 7 percentage points 

Independent voters 360 ± 7 percentage points 

 

Acknowledgements 

During the initial development of this poll, KFF consulted the following about considerations in polling immigrants: the National Immigration Law Center, 

UnidosUS and Dr. May Sudhinaraset. These organizations or individuals provided valuable insights in the planning and dissemination of the survey. They did 

not have access to any materials before the survey was released or input into the analysis of the findings. 

 

 

Notes for reading the topline 

– Percentages may not always add up to 100 percent due to rounding.  
– Values less than 0.5 percent are indicated by an asterisk (*). 
– “Vol.” indicates a response was volunteered by the respondent, not offered as an explicit choice.  
– Questions are presented in the order asked; question numbers may not be sequential. 
– No answer includes those who said ‘Don’t know’ or refused to answer the question on the phone and those who skipped the question on the 

web. 
– There were small question wording variations between modes of completion, but web mode question text is shown in this document. 
 
All trended data come from the KFF/LA Times Survey of Immigrants (April-June 2023). 

 

https://aapor.org/standards-and-ethics/transparency-initiative/
https://aapor.org/standards-and-ethics/transparency-initiative/
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Q3. In what country were you born? (Open-ended, coded into country/regions below) 

 

 Total (2025) 

Mexico 23 

Central America 7 

Cuba 3 

Caribbean 9 

South America 7 

East Europe 5 

Other Europe 8 

China/HK/Taiwan 7 

Philippines 4 

India 6 

Other East/SE Asia 8 

Other South Asia 2 

Mid East/N. Africa 4 

Sub-Saharan Africa 4 

Central Asia * 

Oceania 1 

North America 1 

Unspecified 1 

 n=1,805 

 

Q4. In what year did you move to the U.S? (Open-ended) 

 

 Total (2025) 

2020-2025 11 

2010-2019 22 

2000-2009 20 

1990-1999 18 

1980-1989 13 

1970-1979 9 

1960-1969 4 

1950-1959 2 

1940-1949 NA 

1930-1939 NA 

No answer 1 

 n=1,805 

 

YRS_REC VARIABLE. Years in U.S. 

 

 Total (2025) 

Less than 5 years 10 

5-9 years 11 

10+ years 78 

No answer 1 

 n=1,805 
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Q101. The term 'American Dream' can mean different things to different people. However you define it, do you believe: 

 

 Total (2025) 

You have achieved the American Dream 36 

You're on your way to achieving the American Dream 42 

The American Dream is out of reach for you 22 

No answer 1 

 n=1,805 

 
Q8. When your children are the age you are now, do you think their standard of living will be better, worse, or about the same as yours is now? 

 

 Total (2025) Total (2023) 

Better 60 60 

Worse 17 13 

About the same 16 17 

I do not have or intend to have children 7 8 

No answer * 1 

 n=1,805 n=3,358 

 

Q10. Do you think each of the following are better or worse as a result of moving to the U.S., or are they about the same?   

 
 Better Worse 

About the 

same No answer  

a. Your financial situation      

Total (2025) 70 11 19 * n=1,805 

Total (2023) 78 5 16 1 n=3,358 

b. Educational opportunities for yourself or your 

children 

     

Total (2025) 74 9 17 * n=1,805 

Total (2023) 79 4 15 2 n=3,358 

c. Your employment situation      

Total (2025) 65 12 22 1 n=1,805 

Total (2023) 75 5 18 2 n=3,358 

e. Your safety      

Total (2025) 52 19 28 * n=1,805 

Total (2023) 65 11 23 1 n=3,358 

 
Q12. If you could go back in time knowing what you know now, would you choose to move to the U.S.? 

 

 Total (2025) Total (2023) 

Yes 70 75 

No 9 8 

Not sure 21 17 

No answer * * 

 n=1,805 n=3,358 

 
Q102. Since January of this year, do you think it has been easier or harder for you and your family to earn a living, or has your ability to earn a 

living not changed? 

 

 Total (2025) 

Easier to earn a living 12 

Harder to earn a living 48 

No change 40 

No answer * 

 n=1,805 
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Q20. In the past 12 months, have you or someone living with you had problems paying for each of the following? 

 

 Yes No No answer  

a. Rent or mortgage     

Total (2025) 30 69 * n=1,805 

Total (2023) 17 82 1 n=3,358 

b. Food     

Total (2025) 27 72 * n=1,805 

Total (2023) 17 83 1 n=3,358 

c. Health care     

Total (2025) 36 64 * n=1,805 

Total (2023) 20 79 1 n=3,358 

 
Q20_ANY VARIABLE 

 

 Total (2025) Total (2023) 

Yes to at least one (They or someone living with them had problems paying 

for rent or mortgage, food, or health care) 47 34 

None (Did not have problems paying for any of these) 53 65 

Not sure/No answer - * 

 n=1,805 n=3,358 

 

READ/SHOW TO ALL: Moving on to another topic… 

Q21. What kind of place in the U.S. do you usually call or go to when you are sick or need advice about your health?  

 

 Total (2025) Total (2023) 

Has a regular source of care (NET) 78 82 

A private doctor's office 41 43 

A neighborhood clinic or health center 30 30 

A retail clinic at a place like CVS or Walgreens 3 3 

A school clinic or student health services 2 2 

Military/VA * * 

Some other place 2 2 

Unspecified * 2 

No regular source of care (NET) 22 18 

An emergency room 11 8 

Urgent care * 1 

Hospital (unspecified) 1 1 

Do not have a place 10 10 

 n=1,805 n=3,358 
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Q28. Which of the following is your main source of health insurance, if any? 

 

 Total (2025) Total (2023) 

Does not currently have health insurance 15 15 

Covered by health insurance (NET) 83 83 

Plan through your or a family member’s employer 36 39 

Plan you purchased from an insurance company or a state or federal 

marketplace like healthcare.gov 12 11 

Medicare, the government health insurance program for people 65 and 

older and some younger people with disabilities 16 14 

Medicaid, the government health insurance program for people with 

lower incomes  17 17 

Military/VA 1 * 

Something else 2 2 

No answer 1 2 

 n=1,805 n=3,358 

 

Q28. Which of the following is your main source of health insurance, if any? 

 

 Based on those 64 years of age or younger 

 

 Total (2025) Total (2023) 

Does not currently have health insurance 19 18 

Covered by health insurance (NET) 80 82 

Plan through your or a family member’s employer 42 45 

Plan you purchased from an insurance company or a state or federal 

marketplace like healthcare.gov 14 12 

Medicare, the government health insurance program for people 65 and 

older and some younger people with disabilities 4 3 

Medicaid, the government health insurance program for people with 

lower incomes  18 18 

Military/VA 1 * 

Something else 2 3 

No answer 1 1 

 n=1,480 n=2,634 

 

Q30. In the past 12 months, have you skipped or postponed getting health care services for any reason?  

 

 Total (2025) Total (2023) 

Yes 29 22 

No 71 77 

No answer * 1 

 n=1,805 n=3,358 
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Q31. Was each of the following a reason you skipped or postponed getting health care services in the past 12 months? 

 

 Items a,b,e: Based on those who postponed or skipped getting health care services in the past 12 months 

Item d: Based on those who postponed or skipped getting health care services in the past 12 months and completed the survey in a non-

English language 

 

 Yes No No answer  

a. You could not afford the cost, or you didn’t have 

insurance 

    

Total (2025) 63 37 1 n=537 

Total (2023) 69 30 1 n=708 

b. You could not find services at a time or location 

that worked for you 

    

Total (2025) 42 57 1 n=537 

Total (2023) 49 50 1 n=708 

d. You could not speak to someone in your preferred 

language, or you could not get an interpreter 

    

Total (2025) 24 72 4 n=156 

Total (2023) 25 72 3 n=185 

e. You were concerned about your or a family 

member’s immigration status1 

    

Total (2025) 19 80 1 n=537 

 

Q30/Q31 Combo table 

 

 Total (2025) Total (2023) 

Yes, have skipped or postponed getting health care services (Yes to Q30) 29 22 

Skipped or postponed care because they could not afford the cost, or 

they didn’t have insurance 18 15 

Skipped or postponed care because they could not find services at a time 

or location that worked for them 12 10 

Skipped or postponed care because they could not speak to someone in 

their preferred language, or they could not get an interpreter 2 1 

Skipped or postponed care because they were concerned about their or 

a family member’s immigration status 5 - 

No, did not skip or postpone getting health care services 71 77 

No answer * 1 

 n=1,805 n=3,358 

 

Q32. Did your health get worse because you skipped or postponed care? 

 

 Based on those who postponed or skipped getting health care services in the past 12 months 

 

 Total (2025) Total (2023) 

Yes 36 40 

No 64 59 

No answer * 1 

 n=537 n=708 

 

  

 
1 Category added in 2025 
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Q30/Q32 Combo table 

 

 Total (2025) Total (2023) 

Yes, skipped or postponed getting health care services 29 22 

Yes, health got worse 11 9 

No, health did not get worse 19 13 

No answer * * 

No, did not skip or postpone getting health care services 71 77 

No answer * 1 

 n=1,805 n=3,358 

 

Q65. Are you the parent or guardian of any child under the age of 18 living with you? 

 

 Total (2025) Total (2023) 

Yes 43 35 

No 57 64 

No answer * * 

 n=1,805 n=3,358 

 
Q69. Are any of your children (INSERT ITEM)? 

 Based on those who are parents of a child under 18 living with them 

 Yes No No answer  

a. Uninsured, that is, not covered by health 

insurance 

    

Total (2025) 15 85 * n=708 

Total (2023) 9 89 1 n=1,129 

b. Covered by Medicaid or the Children’s Health 

Insurance Program 

    

Total (2025) 52 48 * n=708 

Total (2023) 49 50 1 n=1,129 

 

Q103. In the past 12 months, did any of your children miss, delay, or skip health care for any of the following reasons? 

 

 Based on those who are parents of a child under 18 living with them 

 

 Yes No No answer  

a. You could not afford the cost, or you didn’t have 

insurance 

    

Total (2025) 12 88 - n=708 

b. You could not find services at a time or location 

that worked for you 

    

Total (2025) 13 86 * n=708 

c. You were concerned about your or a family 

member’s immigration status 

    

Total (2025) 14 86 * n=708 
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READ/SHOW TO ALL: Moving on to another topic… 

Q5. In general, do you approve or disapprove of how Donald Trump is handling his job as president?  

 Total (2025) 

Strongly/Somewhat approve (NET) 38 

Strongly approve 13 

Somewhat approve 25 

Strongly/Somewhat disapprove (NET) 60 

Somewhat disapprove 21 

Strongly disapprove 39 

No answer 2 

 n=1,805 

 

Q10_MAR25. Since President Trump took office, would you say you and your family feel safer, less safe, or feel about the same in terms of safety? 

 Total (2025) 

Feel safer 19 

Feel less safe 49 

Feel about the same in terms of safety 32 

No answer * 

 n=1,805 

 

READ/SHOW TO ALL: In this survey, we use the word “immigrant” to refer to anyone living in the U.S. who was born in another country. This may 

include people who are naturalized U.S. citizens, those with visas or green cards, as well as those without legal authorization to live in the U.S. 

 

Q104. Which comes closest to your view? 

 

 Total (2025) 

The U.S. is a great place for immigrants 36 

The U.S. is not currently a great place for immigrants (NET) 64 

The U.S. used to be a great place for immigrants, but that is no longer true 60 

The U.S. was never a great place for immigrants 4 

No answer 1 

 n=1,805 

 

Q105. Which comes closest to your view about immigrants who are in the U.S. illegally, even if neither is exactly right? 

 

 Total (2025) 

They strengthen our country because of their hard work and talents 71 

They are a burden on our country because they take our jobs, housing, and health care 28 

No answer 1 

 n=1,805 

 

Q53. Do you think the U.S. is too tough in enforcing immigration laws, not tough enough, or is enforcement about right, or are you not sure? 

 

 Total (2025) Total (2023) 

Too tough 41 19 

Not tough enough 15 18 

About right 20 27 

Not sure 24 35 

No answer * 1 

 n=1,805 n=3,358 
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Q7. In general, do you approve or disapprove of how President Donald Trump is handling each of the following? 

 

 

Approve 

(NET) 

Strongly 

approve 

Somewhat 

approve 

Disapprove 

(NET) 

Somewhat 

disapprove 

Strongly 

disapprove 

No 

answer  

a. Immigration         

Total (2025) 39 17 22 59 20 39 1 n=1,805 

b. Border security         

Total (2025) 60 35 26 38 16 22 2 n=1,805 

c. Inflation, including the rising 

cost of household expenses 

        

Total (2025) 25 10 15 74 22 52 1 n=1,805 

e. Tariffs         

Total (2025) 27 12 15 71 21 50 2 n=1,805 

 

Q20_MAR25. Do you approve or disapprove of the Trump administration doing each of the following? 

 

 

Approve 

(NET) 

Strongly 

approve 

Somewhat 

approve 

Disapprove 

(NET) 

Somewhat 

disapprove 

Strongly 

disapprove 

No 

answer  

a. Efforts to end birthright 

citizenship, which is automatic 

citizenship for anyone born in 

the U.S. 

        

Total (2025) 26 12 14 73 17 55 1 n=1,805 

b. Increasing efforts to deport 

people living in the U.S. illegally 

        

Total (2025) 42 20 23 57 24 33 1 n=1,805 

d. Using federal immigration 

agents wearing masks or 

plainclothes during immigration 

enforcement activities 

        

Total (2025) 28 12 16 71 16 55 1 n=1,805 

e. Deporting immigrants to 

countries they are not from 

        

Total (2025) 16 7 8 83 16 68 1 n=1,805 

 

Q106. In general, do you approve or disapprove of how each of the following are handling their job? 

 

 

Approve 

(NET) 

Strongly 

approve 

Somewhat 

approve 

Disapprove 

(NET) 

Somewhat 

disapprove 

Strongly 

disapprove 

No 

answer  

a. Immigration and Customs 

Enforcement (ICE) 

        

Total (2025) 38 17 20 61 19 42 2 n=1,805 

b. Customs and Border 

Protection (CBP) 

        

Total (2025) 54 26 28 44 18 27 2 n=1,805 

c. Your local police         

Total (2025) 71 33 38 28 17 11 1 n=1,805 
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Q63. How well do you think each of the following represents the interests of immigrants?  

 

 

Very/Some-

what well 

(NET) 

Very 

well 

Some-

what 

well 

Not too/Not 

at all well 

(NET) 

Not too 

well 

Not at 

all 

well 

Not 

sure 

No 

answer  

a. The Republican party          

Total (2025) 27 12 16 53 17 35 19 1 n=1,805 

Total (2023) 20 6 14 45 18 27 33 3 n=3,358 

b. The Democratic party          

Total (2025) 47 12 35 33 18 14 19 1 n=1,805 

Total (2023) 46 13 33 22 12 10 31 2 n=3,358 

 

Q64. Do you think immigrants in the U.S. were better off under President Biden or are better off under President Trump, or does it make no 

difference?2 

 

 Total (2025) Total (2023) 

Better off under Biden 49 33 

Better off under Trump 16 16 

Makes no difference 34 47 

No answer 1 3 

 n=1,805 n=3,358 

 

Q52. Do you feel the immigration system in the U.S. has generally treated you and your family fairly or unfairly? 

 Total (2025) Total (2023) 

Fairly 78 84 

Unfairly 22 14 

No answer 1 2 

 n=1,805 n=3,358 

 

Q107. Do you feel the Trump administration’s immigration enforcement activities have had a positive impact, a negative impact, or no real impact 

on you and your family? 

 

 Total (2025) 

Impact (NET) 46 

Positive impact 11 

Negative impact 35 

No real impact 53 

No answer 1 

 n=1,805 

 

Q108. In a few words, can you describe how the Trump administration’s immigration enforcement activities have impacted you and your family? 

 Based on those who feel that the Trump administration’s immigration enforcement activities have had a positive impact on self and family 

 Total (2025) 

Feel safer/Feel more secure (unspecified) 22 

Less concern about crime/fewer gangs/criminals 20 

Dislike illegal immigration/Support immigration policy 19 

Positive/good/better impact (Unspecified) 13 

Economic comments 10 

Other 12 

Unspecified 6 

 n=182 

 

 
2 2023 wording: Do you think immigrants in the U.S. were better off under President Trump or are better off under President Biden, or does it make no difference? 
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Q108. In a few words, can you describe how the Trump administration’s immigration enforcement activities have impacted you and your family? 

 Based on those who feel that the Trump administration’s immigration enforcement activities have had a negative impact on self and 

family 

 Total (2025) 

Feel less safe/more fear (unspecified) 18 

Economic comments 10 

Harder/slower immigration process 9 

Feel anxiety/Uncertainty/Other mental health effects 9 

Fear of going to work/public places 7 

Concerns about unlawful detention/deportation 7 

Concerns about facing racism/discrimination 7 

Concerns about travel 5 

Family/friends have been deported/affected 4 

Treated unfairly/harassed/like criminals 3 

Dislike the deportations/Too many deportations/Authoritarianism 3 

Fear of immigration raids/fear of ICE 2 

Concerns about family separations 2 

Other 11 

Unspecified 4 

 n=636 
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Q109. Have your views about the Trump administration's immigration policies had a major impact, minor impact, or no real impact on which 

political party you support?  

 Total (2025) 

Impact (NET) 52 

Major impact 38 

Minor impact 14 

No real impact 46 

No answer 2 

 n=1,805 

 

Q110. In a few words, please describe how the Trump administration’s immigration policies impacted which political party you support. 

 Based on those who feel that the Trump administration’s immigration policies have impacted which political party they support 

 
 Total (2025) 

Negative about Trump/Republican party or positive about Democratic party (NET) 37 

Negative about Trump/Republican party (general) 13 

Negative about Trump/Republican party immigration policies 11 

Negative about immigration policies, but no explicit mention of party/Trump 9 

Positive about Democratic party (general) 3 

Positive about Trump/Republican party or negative about Democratic party (NET) 14 

Positive about Trump/Republican party (general) 9 

Positive about immigration policies, but no explicit mention of party/Trump 3 

Negative about Democratic party (general) 2 

Generally negative 6 

Neutral toward parties/independent 4 

Negative about both Republican party and Democratic party 2 

Generally positive 2 

Generally neutral * 

Other 26 

Unspecified 8 

 n=954 

 

READ/SHOW TO ALL: Moving on to another topic… 

Q111. Thinking about what is happening with immigration enforcement in the U.S. today, would you say you feel any of the following? 

 Yes No No answer  

a. Angry     

Total (2025) 50 48 2 n=1,805 

b. Afraid     

Total (2025) 50 49 2 n=1,805 

c. Satisfied     

Total (2025) 22 76 2 n=1,805 

d. Proud     

Total (2025) 15 82 2 n=1,805 

e. That it is necessary     

Total (2025) 40 59 2 n=1,805 

 

Q111 SUMMARY. 

 Total (2025) 

Negative emotions  63 

Angry 50 

Afraid 50 

Positive emotions  43 



KFF/New York Times 2025 Survey of Immigrants (August 28 – October 20, 2025) 

That it is necessary 40 

Satisfied 22 

Proud 15 

 n=1,805 

 

Q58. Have you ever avoided things like talking to the police, applying for a job, or traveling because you didn’t want to draw attention to your 
immigration status or the immigration status of someone in your family? 

 

 Total (2025) Total (2023) 

Yes 20 14 

No 80 86 

No answer * 1 

 n=1,805 n=3,358 
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Q59. In the past 12 months, have you avoided applying for a government program that helps pay for food, housing, or health care because you 

didn't want to draw attention to your immigration status or the immigration status of someone in your family? 

 

 Total (2025) Total (2023) 

Yes 12 8 

No 87 91 

No answer * 1 

 n=1,805 n=3,358 

 

READ/SHOW TO ALL: Now, thinking about things you have stopped doing since January of this year... 

 

Q112. Since January of this year, have you stopped participating in a government program that helps pay for food, housing, or health care because 

you didn't want to draw attention to your immigration status or the immigration status of someone in your family? 

 

 Total (2025) 

Yes 11 

No 89 

No answer * 

 n=1,805 

 

Q15_MAR25. Regardless of your own immigration or citizenship status, do you ever worry that you or a family member could experience any of the 

following? 

 

 Yes No No answer  

a. Could be detained or deported     

Total (2025) 41 58 * n=1,805 

Total (2023) 14 86 1 n=3,358 

b. Could have your or their legal immigration 

status revoked 

    

Total (2025) 43 57 * n=1,805 

c. Could be deported to a country you or they are 

not from    

 

Total (2025) 39 60 * n=1,805 

d. Could be separated from children or other 

family members    

 

Total (2025) 43 57 * n=1,805 

 

Q15_MAR25_ANY VARIABLE 

 

 Total (2025) 

Yes to at least one (Ever worry they or a family member could be detained or deported, could have their legal 

immigration status revoked, could be deported to a country they are not from, or could be separated from 

children or other family members) 53 

None (Do not have any of these worries) 47 

No answer - 

 n=1,805 
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Q16_MAR25. Since January of this year, have you experienced any of the following because of worries about your own or a family member’s 

immigration status? 

 

 Based on those who worry about getting detained, deported, legal immigration status being revoked, deported to another country, or  

separated from family members 

 

 Yes No No answer  

a. Increased stress, anxiety, or sadness     

Total (2025) 73 26 * n=947 

b. Problems sleeping or eating     

Total (2025) 43 57 - n=947 

c. Worsening health conditions like diabetes or 

high blood pressure    

 

Total (2025) 29 71 * n=947 

 

 Total Immigrants 

 

 Yes No No answer 

Not worried  

about getting  

detained,  

deported,  

legal immigration  

status being  

revoked, or  

separated from  

family members  

a. Increased stress, anxiety, or sadness      

Total (2025) 39 14 * 47 n=1,805 

b. Problems sleeping or eating      

Total (2025) 23 30 - 47 n=1,805 

c. Worsening health conditions like 

diabetes or high blood pressure      

Total (2025) 15 38 * 47 n=1,805 

 

Q16_ANY VARIABLE 

 

 Based on those who worry about getting detained, deported, legal immigration status being revoked, deported to another country, or  

separated from family members 

 

 Total (2025) 

Yes to at least one (Experienced increased stress, anxiety or sadness, problems sleeping or eating, or worsening 

health conditions because of immigration-related worries) 75 

None (Did not experience any of these) 25 

No answer - 

 n=947 

 

 Total Immigrants 

 

 Total (2025) 

Yes to at least one (Experienced increased stress, anxiety or sadness, problems sleeping or eating, or worsening 

health conditions because of immigration-related worries) 
40 

None (Did not experience any of these) 14 

No answer - 

Not worried about getting detained, deported, legal immigration status being revoked, deported to another 

country, or separated from family members 
47 

 n=1,805 
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Q113. Since January of this year, have any of your children under age 18 expressed worries or concerns about the possibility of something bad 

happening to someone in your family because they are an immigrant? 

 

 Based on those who are parents of a child under age 18 living with them 

 

 Total (2025) 

Yes 27 

No 73 

No answer - 

 n=708 

 

Q114. Since January of this year, have any of your children experienced the following because of these worries? 

 

 Based on those whose children expressed worries or concerns about the possibility of something bad happening to someone in their family  

because they are an immigrant 

 

 Yes No No answer  

b. Problems sleeping or eating     

Total (2025) 52 48 - n=188 

c. Behavior problems     

Total (2025) 42 58 - n=188 

d. Changes in school performance or attendance     

Total (2025) 44 56 - n=188 

 

 Total Parents 

 

 Yes No No answer 

Children have not expressed 

worries or concerns about 

the possibility of something 

bad happening to someone 

in their family because they 

are an immigrant  

b. Problems sleeping or eating      

Total (2025) 14 13 - 73 n=708 

c. Behavior problems      

Total (2025) 12 16 - 73 n=708 

d. Changes in school performance 

or attendance    

  

Total (2025) 12 15 - 73 n=708 

 

Q114_ANY VARIABLE 

 

 Based on those whose children expressed worries or concerns about the possibility of something bad happening to someone in their family  

because they are an immigrant 

 

 Total (2025) 

Yes to at least one (Children have experienced problems with sleeping or eating, behavior problems, or changes 

in school performance or attendance) 67 

None (Did not experience any problems) 33 

No answer - 

 n=188 
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 Total Parents 

 

 Total (2025) 

Yes to at least one (Children have experienced problems with sleeping or eating, behavior problems, or changes 

in school performance or attendance) 18 

None (Did not experience any problems) 9 

No answer - 

Children have not expressed worries or concerns about the possibility of something bad happening to someone 

in their family because they are an immigrant 73 

 n=708 

 

Q17_MAR25. Since January of this year, have you or a family member done any of the following? 

 

 Yes (NET) Yes, myself 

Yes, a family 

member No No answer  

a. Started carrying proof of 

immigration status such as a 

passport/passport card, 

permanent residency card, or 

work authorization card 

      

Total (2025) 43 33 21 56 1 n=1,805 

c. Made a plan in case someone 

in the family was detained or 

deported 

      

Total (2025) 21 13 14 78 1 n=1,805 

e. Considered moving out of the 

U.S. 

 

 

 

  

 

Total (2025) 22 15 14 78 1 n=1,805 

 

Q17_MAR25_ANY VARIABLE 

 

 Total (2025) 

They or a family member have started carrying proof of status, made a plan in case someone was detained or 

deported, or considered moving out of the U.S. 53 

None 47 

No answer * 

 n=1,805 
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READ/SHOW TO ALL: Now, thinking about things you have avoided since January of this year... 

 

Q18_MAR25. Since January of this year, have you or a family member avoided any of the following because of concerns about drawing attention to 

someone’s immigration status?  

 

 

Yes (NET) 

Yes, myself 

Yes, a family 

member No No answer  

a. Going to work       

Total (2025) 13 5 9 86 * n=1,805 

b. Traveling       

Total (2025) 27 16 17 73 * n=1,805 

c. Seeking medical care       

Total (2025) 14 7 9 86 * n=1,805 

d. Taking a child to school or 

attending school events 

 

 

 

  

 

Total (2025) 10 5 6 90 * n=1,805 

e. Going to church or other 

community spaces or activities 

 

 

 

  

 

Total (2025) 14 8 9 86 * n=1,805 

 

Q18_MAR25_ANY VARIABLE 

 Total (2025) 

They or family member have avoided going to work, traveling, seeking medical care, taking a child to school or 

attending school events, or going to church or other community activities 30 

None 69 

No answer * 

 n=1,805 

 

Q115. How concerned, if at all, are you about health officials, hospitals, or health care providers sharing patients’ immigration status with 

Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) or Customs and Border Protection (CBP)? 

 

 Total (2025) 

Very/Somewhat concerned (NET) 51 

Very concerned 28 

Somewhat concerned 23 

Not too/Not at all concerned (NET) 49 

Not too concerned 20 

Not at all concerned 29 

No answer * 

 n=1,805 

 

Q116. If you or a family member were arrested or detained on immigration-related charges, how confident are you that you would receive fair 

treatment by the U.S. legal system? 

 

 Total (2025) 

Very/Somewhat confident (NET) 45 

Very confident 21 

Somewhat confident 24 

Not very/Not at all confident (NET) 53 

Not very confident 30 

Not at all confident 24 

No answer 1 

 n=1,805 
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Q21_MAR25. Since January of this year, do you personally know someone who has been arrested, detained, or deported due to their immigration 

status? 

 

 Total (2025) 

Yes 22 

No 78 

No answer * 

 n=1,805 

 

Q117. As far as you know, did that person ever commit a serious crime? 

 

 Based on those who know someone since January of this year who has been arrested, detained, or deported due to their immigration 

status 

 

 Total (2025) 

Yes 8 

No 71 

No answer 20 

 n=351 

 

Q21_MAR25/Q117 Combo table 

 

 Total (2025) 

Yes, I know someone who has been arrested, detained, or deported due to their immigration status 22 

Yes, that person has ever committed a serious crime 2 

No, that person has not ever committed a serious crime 16 

Not sure 4 

No answer Q117 - 

No, do not know someone who has been arrested, detained, or deported due to their immigration status 78 

No answer Q21_MAR25 * 

 n=1,805 

 

READ/SHOW TO ALL: Now we have a few questions we will use to describe the people who took part in our survey... 

 

Q49. Do you speak a language other than English at home? 

 

 Total (2025) 

No, English only 26 

Yes, another language (NET) 74 

Don't know/Refused/Web blank * 

 n=1,805 

 

Q50. How well would you say you speak English? 

 

 Based on those who speak another language at home or no answer to Q49 

 

 Total (2025) 

Very well 40 

Does not speak English very well (NET) 60 

Well 34 

Not well 22 

Not at all 5 

No answer * 

 n=1,805 

 

  



KFF/New York Times 2025 Survey of Immigrants (August 28 – October 20, 2025) 

ENGLISH_PROF 2 VARIABLE 

 

 Total (2025) 

Speaks English exclusively or very well (NET) 55 

Speaks English less than very well (LEP) (NET) 44 

No answer * 

 n=1,805 

 

Q14. Is your home owned or rented?  

 

 Total (2025) 

Owned 59 

Rented 41 

No answer * 

 n=1,805 

 

Q45. What best describes your current situation? 

 

 Total (2025) 

Employed (NET) 62 

Employed full-time 48 

Employed part-time 14 

Unemployed 7 

Retired 16 

Homemaker or stay at home parent 7 

A student 3 

On disability and can’t work 4 

Something else 1 

No answer * 

 n=1,805 

 

 

Q39. Are you self-employed or the owner of a business? 

 

 Based on those who are employed 

 

 Total (2025) 

Yes 16 

No 83 

No answer * 

 n=1,168 

 

EMPLOYSELF VARIABLE 

 

 Total (2025) 

Self-employed 10 

Employed, not self 52 

Not employed 36 

Something else 1 

No answer 1 

 n=1,805 
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PARTY. In politics, as of today, do you consider yourself a: (Republican), a (Democrat), or an independent? 

 

 Total (2025) 

Republican 20 

Democrat 29 

Independent 40 

Other party 9 

No answer 2 

 n=1,805 

 

PARTYLEAN. As of today, do you lean more towards the (Republican) Party or the (Democratic) Party? 

 

 Based on those who are not Republican or Democrat 

 

 Total (2025) 

Republican 18 

Democratic 23 

Neither/Other 56 

No answer 4 

 n=918 

 

PARTY3 VARIABLE 

 

 Total (2025) 

Republican/Indep Lean Rep 29 

Democratic/Indep Lean Dem 40 

Pure Independents 21 

Undesignated 9 

 n=1,805 

 

PARTY5 VARIABLE 

 

 Total (2025) 

Republican 20 

Independent Lean Rep 9 

Independent/Don’t lean 21 

Independent Lean Dem 12 

Democrat 29 

Undesignated 9 

 n=1,805 

 

Q72. Are you a U.S. citizen? 

 

 Total (2025) 

Yes, citizen 59 

No, not citizen  41 

No answer * 

 n=1,805 
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Q73. Do you currently have a green card (lawful permanent status) or a valid work or student visa?  

 

 Based on those who are not U.S. citizens 

 

 Total (2025) 

Yes 76 

No  23 

No answer * 

 n=633 

 

IMMSTATUS VARIABLE 

 Total (2025) 

Naturalized Citizen 59 

Lawfully present (Has a valid visa or green card) 31 

Likely undocumented  10 

No answer * 

 n=1,805 

 

Q74. Is there anyone else living with you who is NOT a U.S. citizen? 

 

 Total (2025) 

Yes 30 

No  70 

No answer * 

 n=1,805 

 
Q75. Is there anyone living with you who does NOT have a green card, that is lawful permanent status, or a valid work or student visa? 
 
 Based on those who have someone else living with them who is not a U.S. citizen 
 

 Total (2025) 

Yes 26 

No  74 

No answer * 

 n=1,805 
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REGVOTE. Are you registered to vote in the United States, or not? 

 

 Based on those who are U.S. citizens 

 

 Total (2025)  

Yes 89 

No 10 

No answer * 

 n=1,171 

 

Q76. Do you describe yourself as a man, a woman, or in some other way? 

 

 Total (2025) 

Man 47 

Woman 51 

Some other way 2 

No answer * 

 n=1,805 

 

AGE. What is your age?  

 

AGE2. Could you please enter if you are between the ages of: 

 

RECAGE2 VARIABLE 

 

 Total (2025) 

18-29 12 

30-49 41 

50-64 27 

65+ 19 

No answer * 

 n=1,805 

 

AGEIMM_REC 

 

 Total (2025) 

Came to U.S. as child 32 

Came to U.S. as adult 18+ 66 

No answer 2 

 n=1,805 

 

Q78. In 2024, what was your total household income from all sources, before taxes?3 

 

 Total (2025) 

Less than $20,000 16 

$20,000 to less than $30,000 13 

$30,000 to less than $40,000 12 

$40,000 to less than $50,000 11 

$50,000 to less than $75,000 11 

$75,000 to less than $90,000 9 

$90,000 to less than $100,000 4 

$100,000 or more 23 

No answer 2 

 n=1,805 

 
3 2023 wording: “In 2022, what was your total household income from all sources, before taxes?” 
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RECINCOME VARIABLE 

 

 Total (2025)  Total (2023) 

Less than $40K 41 41 

$40K-$89.9K 30 29 

$90K+ 27 26 

No answer 2 2 

 n=1,805 n=3,358 

 

Q80. What describes your racial and ethnic background? (Select all that apply.? 

 

 Total (2025) 

Hispanic or Latino (such as Mexican, Brazilian, Cuban, or some other Latin American background) 44 

Black or African American or Afro-Latino 9 

AAPI (NET) 29 

*Asian (such as Chinese, Vietnamese, Korean, Filipino, or Indian) 28 

*Pacific Islander (such as Samoan, Chamorro, or Tongan) 1 

Middle Eastern or North African (such as Lebanese or Egyptian) 4 

White (such as European) 18 

Other (Please specify.) 1 

No answer 1 

 n=1,805 

  *2023 Survey – combined Asian and Pacific Islander into one code 

 

Q82. What is the highest level of school you have completed or the highest degree you have received?  

 

 Total (2025) 

High school or less (NET) 44 

Did not graduate high school 20 

High school graduate with a diploma 23 

Some college (including an associate’s degree) 20 

University+ (NET) 36 

University degree (Bachelor’s degree) 19 

Post-graduate degree (such as Master’s, PhD, MD, JD) 17 

No answer 1 

 n=1,805 
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